
                         COHANSEY BAPTIST CHURCH 

 THE LAMPLIGHTER 
MAY, 2009 

714 Roadstown Rd.        Bridgeton, NJ                 08302 

 
 
 

 The month of May brings us the church holiday of Pentecost.  This is 
the day that the Holy Spirit came and filled the 120 people that were 
gathered in the upper room in Jerusalem.  The infilling empowered these 
early disciples to boldly proclaim the Gospel message that “there is no other 
name under heaven by which people can be saved.”  Each of the 120 people 
started sharing their praises about a God who loves them so much that He 
came and died for them.  From their praise and sharing of the Gospel 
message the church was born. 
 So how did they get to this point in their spiritual journey?  Ten days 
earlier the risen Jesus told them to wait in Jerusalem for this empowerment 

and then He left them for heaven.  So they gathered in prayer and unity and started to wait.  They 
didn’t give up after the first day or two.  They spent time talking to God, worshiping God and 
fellowshipping with one another.  At the end of ten days they were in unity with one another and with 
God for His purpose to spread the Good News about Jesus their Savior and Lord.  It was at this point 
that the gathered disciples were ready to receive the power and fullness of the Holy Spirit. 
 What about some modern day disciples at Cohansey Baptist Church?  Are we ready to receive 
the power and fullness of the Holy Spirit so we can spread the Good News about Jesus our Savior 
and Lord?  I think as a body of believers the answer is not yet.  We are working together.  We are 
pursuing outreach to our community.  We are worshiping God together.  And we’ve begun to pray 
more together.  It is this last piece that needs to be strengthened and has me saying not yet.  We are 
close to being ready but we need to jump into more prayer together. 
 The Vacation Bible School and Jammin’ for Jesus events coming up in August and September 
could be our focal points for further, stronger and unified prayer work.  We can focus on praying for 
these events in the following ways:  pray for the logistics and coming together of all the details 
involved in running the events; pray for the leaders as they put together plans and seek others to 
help; pray for the people from our church and other churches that will take part in the ministry and 
work of these events; pray for the children and families from our churches that will attend these 
events; pray for the Holy Spirit to bring others who don’t go to church services or don’t know who 
Jesus is to these events; and pray for God’s favor and blessing on these events. 
 To get specific, I would recommend praying for one item or person in each of these categories 
of prayer on a daily basis.  Then be willing to join with us at church services, Bible studies, Sunday 
school classes, prayer warriors and other called prayer times in prayer seeking God’s desires in these 
outreach events.  As we commit ourselves to more prayer in unity of purpose so that God can be 
glorified or lifted up, we will make ourselves ready as a congregation for God to pour out more of His 
Holy Spirit into and onto us. 
 Just thinking about this gets me excited!  Who knows what God will do among us and through 
us when He chooses to visit us in a powerful Pentecost type way!!! 
 
Pastor Pete 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

NEWS     
 
 

 

 

All Lamplighter items are due no later than May, 15th  

If you have any articles, poems, stories, photos, ads or articles for the Lamplighter issue please put 
them in my mailbox in the little room off the choir loft, call me @ 455-2574, email me @ 
nohowmom@comcast.net , send them to me @ 77 Barretts Run Rd., Bridgeton, 08302 or hand them 
to me after morning worship.  Thank you! 

 

 

 
To all of those dedicated people who faithfully assemble our newsletter every month. We really 
appreciate you and the time you give in service to the Lord. 

 

 

 

 
Question:  How do I know if I have the Holy Spirit inside me? 
 
Answer:  We cannot base our knowledge of the Holy Spirit’s presence in our life on feelings.  
Instead, the Holy Spirit’s presence is based on God’s grace received by faith.  By this I mean that 
the Scriptures tell us that when a person takes Jesus as their Savior and Lord they receive the Holy 
Spirit inside them as part of this transaction.  We have to believe this because God says so.  This 
takes faith.  Likewise, the Scriptures say that if we ask God to be filled or baptized in the Holy Spirit, 

He will do this.  We might not feel anything when this takes place.  We have to believe it happened because God says so. 
 However, we can see the results of either of these giftings from God.  When we receive the Holy Spirit, as a new 
believer things will change in our lives.  The Scriptures become more understandable.  We can gain a peace from God 
that we never had before.  We can sense that our sins are forgiven.  We find our conscience is more sensitive.  All these 
and more are the outcomes of the Holy Spirit dwelling in our lives. 
 Likewise, after an infilling of the Holy Spirit, we might receive a new spiritual gift.  We can gain a new interest or 
desire in cultivating one of the fruit of the Spirit.  We might find it is easier to gain God’s direction or hear His prompting in 
our lives.  These and more are Holy Spirit outcomes from being filled from on high. 
. 
 

 
Our annual Women’s Dinner will be held on Saturday May 9

th
 starting at 6:00 pm.  Once again 

Jere Baker will be head chef in the kitchen so get ready for a delicious meal.  The program for 
the evening will feature the drama team from Ranch Hope.  We will be taking a love offering 
for them as well as having a donation basket for the meal.  This dinner is for women and girls 
of all ages both from the church and from the community so think about whom you might invite 
to join you. 

 
 
 
The next men’s breakfast is coming up on Saturday May 17

th
 at 8:00 am.  It will be held at the Family 

Diner on North Pearl St. in Bridgeton.  This is open to any teens and men from our church and 
community who would like to join us.  Mark your calendar for some food and sharing while we plan 
some summer activities.  Also bring along any ideas for a local mission project that we could work on to 
help someone. 
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Our Evangelism Team has set aside the last weekend in September for a special event to be 
hosted on our grounds.  We are calling it Jammin’ for Jesus.  It will take place Friday night and all 
day Saturday.  The event will feature local Christian bands and praise teams including our own 
and several different speakers.  It will be held outside on the church grounds and will include 
camping for those interested in spending one or two nights with us.  So mark your calendar and 
hold open September 25

th
 & 26

th
.  And begin praying over what part you can play in making this 

event a wonderful outreach and gift to our community.  (We won’t be having a carnival this year—
Jammin’ for Jesus will happen instead.)  Watch the Lamplighter and Sunday bulletins for more 
info as the Jammin’ for Jesus Task Force gets underway! 

 
Twenty-six members of the choir went to the Federal Correctional Institution in Fairton to 
present the Easter cantata, East to West, to the inmates. What a wonderful evening! We 
could feel the presence of God fill the chapel as we praised and worshipped God together. 
What a joy and blessing it is to share with these guys. We look forward to their small group 
singing for us before we leave. Usually they have no accompaniment, just their voices and 
a tambourine. After we leave the prison we go to the Golden Pigeon for food and 
fellowship. It is surprising the things that happen around the table. Some people have a 
hard time making up their minds on what they want. Why did Linda get three different 
wraps and whoever heard of a potato salad wrap? One person wanted to make sure she 
had room for dessert, so she ate that first. The strawberry tart looked delicious Ashley! If 
you think being a Christian is boring and you can’t laugh and have a good time, then you 
need to join the choir, because we have a blast! 

 
Come out and join us for an evening of prayer at Irv and Jennifer Gandy’s on May 7th at 7 PM. It is an 
opportunity to join in corporate prayer and praise. It is a time to bring your petitions for family and friends 
before the throne of grace and to thank God for all He has done for you and others.   

 
 

 
 

Mark your calendars for a great getaway to Australia!  We’ll be heading there for a trip 
on the Outback Express from August 17

th
-21

st
 at our Vacation Bible School week.  The Shiloh 

Seventh Day Baptist church will join with us to have an adventure that helps us learn more 
about God and His ways while we enjoy some of the culture and items from Australia.  The trip 
will take place each evening of that week from 6:00-8:00 pm with a picnic supper on Friday the 
21

st
 for children and their parents that starts at 5:00 pm.  Start now to invite friends between the 

ages of 4 and just finishing 6
th
 grade to join you for all the fun, excitement and learning! 

 
 

 
Below is the website that has been created so that the friends and family of Ryan Meyers can connect and 

support him and his family. It also gives the opportunity for you to write messages and words of encouragement as well as 
receive daily updates in the family’s journal. 

 
www,caringbridge.org/visit/ryanmeyers 
 
 
 
 
 



Spring 2009 
Dear friends and family: 
     I’ve recently returned from serving God on the island of Exuma 
again.  One verse that could be used to summarize our week in the 
Bahamas is 1 Thessalonians 5:24, which says, “The one who calls you 
is faithful and he will do it.”  God worked through the team, and as a 
result, we accomplished much more than we could with our own 
strength.  Our work for the week consisted of landscaping and painting 
an apartment complex and outreaches to children of the island.  The 
apartment complex is intended to be used for people in dire need of 

housing.  Unlike America, there are no shelters to go to—this complex of six units and others like it are the closest 
representation of a shelter.  Landscaping was done around the whole complex, and five of the six units were painted 
inside and out (one unit was finished prior to this trip).   
      This year’s outreach to the children consisted of a game and movie night and also a simple carnival.  We focused on 
just the kids in the village of Rolleville because that was where our worksite was.  Our first outreach started with 
basketball, baseball, balloon animals, balloon swords, soccer, a lot of running around, and many hugs.  When it was close 
to getting dark, we walked to a nearby pavilion for some simple “Sunday School” worship songs.  After the singing, the 
kids watched a short puppet show.  Following the puppet show, we went to the other side of the pavilion for movie time.  
Two movies were shown to the kids—the first was a short, funny movie featuring characters from the movie Madagascar.  
The second movie that was shown to the kids was the Jesus Movie for Children.  This movie explained the story of Christ 
to the kids and gave them the chance to accept Christ afterwards.  I don’t know an exact number, but many of the children 
did accept Christ into their hearts.   
     Our second outreach was a simple carnival night.  To burn off some of the kids’ energy, we played parachute games 
with them.  Once the games were over, we separated them into smaller groups to share the story of Christ with them.  
The team accomplished this by using wordless bracelets—bracelets with a gold bead, a dark bead, a red bead, a white 
bead, a green bead, and a second gold bead.  Each bead represented part of the story of Christ.  These bracelets 
enforced what the kids learned from the movie.  Once every kid had a bracelet, it was time for the carnival.  The carnival 
consisted of eight stations; each station had a simple game and prizes.  To make the carnival feel more real, the kids 
were given tickets to play the games.  Every child who played was a winner and won prizes.  By the end of the night, 
pockets and hands were overly full of prizes.  One of the kids kept saying, “These games are very fun!”  To these kids 
who don’t have a lot, bringing these simple games to them was like taking them to an amusement park.  Their laughter, 
smiles, and excitement mean that they won’t be forgetting that carnival anytime soon.   
     God’s faithfulness was most easily visible on our last full day in Exuma.  It was our day off, having completed the 
apartment complex.  The team went to say our last goodbyes to the kids that we had met earlier in the week.  Before we 
left, it rained.  This might not sound like a big event to people living in America where it rains a lot, but Exuma hadn’t 
received rain for a few months prior to this rain.  There were a couple of quick showers on the trip prior to this day, but 
they were quite brief—and one was a sun shower.  As soon as the rain started to taper off, we loaded into the van and 
headed off to see the kids.  We took a route slightly different than our normal route to see a part of the island that we 
hadn’t visited on this trip yet.  As we were driving, we saw a rainbow in the sky.  Cameras were whipped out as everyone 
in the van talked excitedly.  We were able to pull over next to a landmark called the Three Sisters (three giant rock 
formations in the ocean).  As we pulled over and rushed out of the van, we were able to see the whole arc of the rainbow 
over the ocean.  It was a 
spectacular sight to see, one that will not be easily forgotten.   
     In addition to this wonderful display of God’s faithfulness, the team members each drew closer to God throughout the 
week by means of their personal devotional times, group times of worship, group times of debriefing, times of walking 
around the town to simply share Jesus, prayer, and living in community with each other.  Friendships were both forged 
and strengthened. Going on a mission’s trip is an experience that changes one’s life forever.

  It isn’t always easy, but in the end, everything is worth it.  Team member Marcelle Farhat knows this to be true. “When 
you let go and let God, He will do great things.  He’ll give you the words to say and the heart to do.”  Francisco Maldonado 
echoed this, saying, “I learned that if you put everything in God’s hands, good things will happen.” Megan Howarth 
remarked, “Going to Exuma, Bahamas for our SCF mission trip was unforgettable.  I experienced God’s presence in ways 
that I cannot describe.  I love that I am able to experience God’s adventure of traveling to unchartered territories, seeing 
the world, spending intimate time with Him and drawing nearing to Him, cherishing God’s beauty all around us, losing 
myself in God, and loving up on people.”  I might be speaking for the group on this, but I can’t imagine a better spring 
break.  Beach time is nice, but changing lives is even better.   
 
Thank you again for your support, love, and encouragement. 
Serving Christ, Susan Perry



 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                     
                     Birthdays 
 

 

2    Jordan Guy 

      Susan Perry 

  Tammy Holt Ford 

4   Genevieve Fernandez 

5 Lisa Fernandez 

6 Michaela Hitchner 

7 Brian Crispin 

10   Jeanne Haberler 

11   Cliff Jones 

       Seth Hitchner 

      14  Vera Mayhew 

       Shauna Sloan 

     15    Donna Van Meter 

       Joshua Weber 

16   Valerie Perry 

       Weston D. Guy 

19   Katelin Elwell 

22   Andrea Bostwick Lucas 

23   Cheryl Mayhew 

24    Irving M. Gandy V 

30    Bill King 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you notice that your birthday or someone else’s birthday is not on the list and it should be or if it is in error, please 
contact me so that it can be put on the list or corrected. 856-455-2574 or nohowmom@comcast.net. Thank You! 
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Prayers of praise that Bill Felmey is able to .be back at 
work. 
 
Pray for Sara Levick as she is at home and still dealing 
with seizures. 
 
Prayers for Barry Crispin that all goes well as he 
recovers from bone marrow transplant. 
 
Pray for Ashley Guntow who is at home recovering 
from surgery. 
 
 
Pray for the families of BobEtherton, Wilbert Earnest, 
Bob Town and Robin Bates, who went home to be with 
Lord in the last month. 
 
Continue to pray for Ryan Myers. 
 
Pray for George Johnson who recently had heart surgery 
and had five stents pit in. 
 
Continue to keep Ryan Fithian is your prayers. 
 
Pray for Irene Vetro as she deals with several health 
issues. 
 
Pray for Joe Wagner Sr. that they will be able to get his blood 
pressure under control. 
 
Pray for Ellen Davis who has been diagnosed with a chronic 
blood disorder. 
 
Continue to pray for Valerie Perry. 
 
Pray for the Seaview Baptist Church as they begin a new 
season with a new pastor, Frank Reeder. 
 
Pray for the Jammin’ for Jesus Taskforce as they make 
plans for this event which will take place September 25-26. 

 
Serious Condition:  
Joe Doak 
 
 
Shut Ins:  
Janet Bonaldo    Ashley Guntow 
   

Nursing Homes: 
Evelyn Davis   
Jeanette Merritt         
Lura Elwell      
 
Retirement Communities: 
Dorothy Elwell          
Don Brammer 
Alice Moore     
 
Those Battling Cancer: 
Ed Peterson Aaron Silver              
Jerry Oswald Mike Stanfa        
Louise Orsini     Emily Horton       
Jeff Mortimer     Ryan Myers 
Barry Crispin Nancy Ayars  
Marcie Newkirk 
 
 
In the Service: 
Russell Shinn      Shauna Sloan 
Doug Shimp      Nathan Long  
Jeffrey Shimp     Christopher Bostwick 
Michael Dunkelburger John Sheldon 
Nathaniel Schrier     Andy Guth          
Orrin Williams          Andrew Tobin 
Nathaniel Schrier     Brian Schrier  
Jacob Schrier        Kyle Mihalecz 
Nicky Mihalecz 
 
 
 
College Students:     
Sarah Baker           Kyle Bayzick   
Brian Crispin       Alyssa Cruzan  
Dale Cruzan, III       Kristen Eisenhardt 
Lindsay Fithian       Gina Kalfut 
Ric Maltese       Susan Perry 
Rich Perticari       Ashley Shafer 
Jeremy Shafer       Jessica Shimp 
Samantha Tobin      Travis Turner 
Zach Tuthill       Josh Weber 
 
 



 

May 2009           Church Meetings, Activities & Events 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
     1. 

 
2. 
 10 a.m. ð Choir  @  
  Riverview  Estates 
 7 p.m. ð  
 òFireproofó Group 
      @ Dickinsonõs 

3.      Communion Sunday  
         Annual Reports Due  
 
 10 a.m. ð Morning Worship  
 11 a.m. ð Sunday School  
   3 p.m. ð West Association Mtg.  
   6 p.m. ð Jr. BYF 
   6 p.m. ð Sr. BYF @ Cohansey B.C. 

4. 
 
 7 p.m. ð  
    Choir  

5. 
 
 9 a.m. ð  
 Prayer Group  
 7 p.m. ð  
 Music Com.  

6. 
 
 6 p.m. ð  
    His Proof reh.  
 7 p.m. ð  
    Bible Study  
 7 p.m. ð  
 òFireproofó Group 
      @ Timbermanõs 

7. 
 
 7 p.m. ð Prayer  
    Warriors  
 7:30 p.m. ð Praise 
         Team reh.  

8. 9. 
 
 6 p.m. ð Womenõs 
    Day Banquet  
 7 p.m. ð  
 òFireproofó Group 
     @ Dickinsonõs 

10.      Motherõs Day 
 
 10 a.m. ð Morning Worship  
 11 a.m. ð Sunday School  
 

11.  
 
 7 p.m. ð  
    Choir  

12.  
 
 9 a.m. ð  
 Prayer Group  
 6:30 p.m. ð  
 Trustees Bd.  
 7 p.m. ð  
    Deacon Bd  
 7 p.m. ð  
    W.O.W. 

13.  
 
 6 p.m. ð  
    His Proof reh.  
 7 p.m. ð  
    Bible Study  
 7 p.m. ð  
 òFireproofó Group 
      @ Timbermanõs 

14.  
 
 7:30 p.m. ð Praise 
         Team reh.  

15.  
 
 Lamplighter  
 Articles Due  
 
 6 p.m. ð  
    Dinner  
 7 p.m. ð  
   Annual  
   Business Mtg.  

16 
 
 8 a.m. ð Menõs 
     Breakfast  
 7 p.m. ð  
 òFireproofó Group 
     @ Dickinsonõs 

17.  
 
 10 a.m. ð Morning Worship  
 11 a.m. ð Sunday School  
   6 p.m. ð Jr./Sr. BYF End of Year  
                 Party  
6:15 p.m. ð Praise & Worship @  
                   Cohansey Baptist  

18.  
 
 7 p.m. ð  
    Choir  

19.  
 
 9 a.m. ð  
 Prayer Group  

20.  
 
 6 p.m. ð  
    His Proof reh.  
 7 p.m. ð  
    Bible Study  
 7 p.m. ð  
 òFireproofó Group 
      @ Timbermanõs 

21.  
 
 7:30 p.m. ð Praise 
         Team reh.  

22.  
 

23.  
 
 7 p.m. ð  
 òFireproofó Group 
     @ Dickinsonõs 

24.  
 
 10 a.m. ð Morning Worship  
 11 a.m. ð Sunday School  

25.  
 
Memorial  

Day  

26.  
 9 a.m. ð  
 Prayer Group  
 9 a.m. ð  
   Lamplighter  
   Assembly  
 7 p.m. ð  
 Jamminõ w/ 
 Jesus Mtg.  

27.  
 
 6 p.m. ð  
    His Proof reh.  
 7 p.m. ð  
    Bible Study  
 7 p.m. ð  
 òFireproofó Group 
      @ Timbermanõs 

28.  
 
 7:30 p.m. ð Praise 
         Team reh.  

29.  30.  

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Memory Verse: 
 

Let brotherly love continue.  

 

~Hebrews 13:1  

 

 

Jokes: 
Me: Why is your nose so red and puffy?  

Friend: I stopped and sniffed a brose!  

Me: There's no B in rose!  

Friend: There was in that one!  

What did the right eye say to the left eye?  

"Between you and me, something smells!"  

What do you call a fish with no eyes?  

A fsh.  

What does a cat put in its drink?  

Mice cubes! 

 

 

 

 

Puzzle: 
 

 

Bible Quiz:  

After Judas took his own life, the remaining apostles 
decided someone should take his place. Two men 
were suggested as possibilities: Justus and Matthias. 
The disciples placed two stones in a small box, one 
representing each man. Someone, probably Peter, 
shook the box until one stone popped out.  
 
Which person became one of the Twelve?  
 
A. Matthias  
B. Justus  
 
Answer: A (See Acts 1:15-26) 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission News 

 
Due to the financial difficulties here in the 

US, International Ministries (our ABC board that 
sends and supports our missionaries in foreign 
countries) is experiencing a significant drop in 
giving.  Churches and individuals cut back on their 
giving to the World Missions Offering taken up last 
October.  This has left our mission organization 
with a financial crisis.  They have asked the 
missionaries serving overseas to work at raising 
further support.  If enough funds aren’t received, it 
is possible that International Ministries will have to 
bring some of our missionaries home.  

Cohansey Baptist mission board likewise 
has not received enough funds to send all that was 
budgeted to the various missionaries and 
organizations that we support.  We chose not to cut 
our budget for next year.  Instead we are planning 
to start the new fiscal year by sending funds to 
those who we missed this year first after we send in 
the basic amount budgeted for our region of New 
Jersey.  If you feel led by the Lord to help with this 
need, either use your offering envelopes and mark 
the extra you are giving on the mission pocket or 
put your extra mission money in an envelope 
designated for missions and drop it in the offering 
plate any Sunday. 

 
Annie & Jeff Dieselberg  are serving in Bangkok, 

Thailand.  Jeff teaches at the seminary in Bangkok 
and helps Annie as she reaches out to the women 
working in the red light district and pastors them.  
They needed more space for the women and their 
children who have chosen to leave the sex trade 
and form a church.  These women live at together 
and work at making jewelry which is sold there and 
in the United States.  They have been able to buy 
two buildings with donated funds.  They are now in 
the process of renovating them.  This will allow 

more women to leave the sex trade behind and 
move in with them.  They now have 60 women 
living there and supported by the jewelry business.  
There are at least 2 dozen more who have 
indicated that they are ready to move in with them.  
Some of these women have already given their 
hearts and lives to the Lord.  God is at work in 
rescuing and delivering women and their children 
through our missionaries so that they can know the 
freedom in Christ and the joy of the Lord! 
 

Managing the Mess  

Missionary Zarema Podsevnaya, Krasnoyarsk 
Region  

 Again and again I see God bringing hope 
and joy out of the ashes of broken homes.   
In the remote village of Severny a single mother 
raises six children all under the age of 15 years.  
About two years ago they had a mother and 
father.  Their father didnôt have enough money to 
raise the six kids.  Frustrated with li feôs troubles, 
he began drinking and soon abandoned his 
family.  Eventually, he had an affair with a 
woman who didnôt have children.   

At 13, Anayaôs life quickly became difficult.  
Almost immediately she inherited the daily 

struggle of managing the mess o f six kids.  She 
tried to keep the house in order as her mother 
went to work early and returned exhausted in the 
evening.  Still there was often not enough food 
on the table, so she and the other older kids 
often sacrificed their food for the little ones a nd 
went to bed hungry.   

Thanks to donations from America, I was able to 
invite Anaya to a free week of summer camp.   

 Afterwards, Anayaôs thank you note read, 

ñZarema, you really cared about me.  For a full 
week I didnôt have to scrub floors or wash piles of 
dirty clothes.  Best of all, each night I went to 
bed with my tummy full.  Through my friendship 
with your staff, I came to a breakthrough in my 
faith in God and understanding of His love for 
me.  I heard about Jesus, but it didnôt make 

sense before.  I am grateful for all you have done 
for my life, helping with food, clothing and more.  
Best of all, you helped me understand Jesus.ò 

 Summer of Hope ministries in Russia 

Pastor Vitali Yuchkovski  


