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As I sit and write this article, I'm looking out the window at some

Noteé rom icicles hanging off a roof on a very cold day. Though winter looks strong at
the this moment, I know around the corner of the garage are some hyacinth
Pastor's buds that are already starting to push their way up out of the ground. It
H t tells me that the coming of spring and a time of new growth is on its way. It
ear doesn’t matter how many more snowfalls or cold days are yet to come, new

life will have its way.
God established this pattern in His creation following the entrance of
sin and evil. He wanted hope to be present and available to all. Even
though this present world is groaning as it waits a time without death and dying, creation itself
displays the hope of a resurrection.

Jesus was sent by God into His creation to broadcast the news that the end of death and
dying had begun. This was the good news: through the unending and overwhelming love that God
had for His creation, Jesus was sent to redeem all of creation willing to embrace His salvation and
follow His lead. Each part and person in creation was called upon to enter into covenant with God by
following Jesus example and lay down their life and its control before His Father.

When such a sacrifice occurs, new life begins. Just like the hyacinths straining from the
ground to announce the coming of Spring, so new life in each of us is straining to announce the
coming of Christ’s Kingdom to earth, a Kingdom where death and dying are no more.

However, the hyacinths and each of us face an onslaught of trials and troubles sent to damage
or destroy the new life growing within. The winter continues to send cold and snow that at least
delays the hyacinths’ growth and may succeed in yet damaging the longed for flowers. So too the
evil one sends trials, temptations and troubles into our lives hoping to at least delay and possibly
succeed in preventing Christ’s Kingdom from breaking into view.

But our God is not without power and love. He is able to turn the snows of winter into the
very thing that waters the ground and helps the hyacinths to grow. So too our God takes the
troubles of our lives and uses them to build the character of His Son in each of us so we will be ready
and equipped to serve in His coming Kingdom. Thus God continues to defeat all forces of destruction
sent into His creation.

The only things that stop God’s work are our unwillingness to bend the knee or our apathy.
These two block the love of God from flowing in the life unyielded. So yield to Him and let new life
begin to flow. For His Kingdom will certainly come just as spring can't be stopped. The hyacinths
proclaim their good news that spring is on its way. Let us proclaim our good news that Jesus is
coming too. Our present hope will bear fruit and God'’s will will be done on earth even as it is in
Heaven! Death and dying will be no more and new life will have its way!

Pastor Pete
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All Lamplighter items are due no later than March, 15™

If you have any articles, poems, stories, photos, ads or articles for the Lamplighter issue please put
them in my mailbox in the little room off the choir loft, call me @ 455-2574, email me @
nohowmom@comcast.net , send them to me @ 77 Barretts Run Rd., Bridgeton, 08302 or hand them
to me after morning worship. Thank you!

To all of those dedicated people who faithfully assemble our newsletter every month. We really

foryour - appreciate you and the time you give in service to the Lord.
Help!

Question: I'm interested in fasting but I'm taking medicines that have to be taken with food. Can |
still fast?

Answer: Absolutely! Fasting doesn’t mean giving up all eating. For someone that needs to take
medicine with food, eat some cracker or toast with the food (or whatever the minimum amount of
food would be to take the medicine) and skip the rest of the meal. This would apply to diabetics as
well. They should eat what is hecessary to maintain good sugar levels but not eat any more than
that. This is called a partial fast and is practiced often by people without medical conditions requiring them to eat as well.
Just remember the purpose of a fast is to spend the time with God normally spent on a meal.

It's coming Friday March 27" at 7:00 pm with the showing of the hit movie Fireproof. Our
churches are working together to bless our community with this important and enjoyable film
about strengthening our marriages featuring actor, Kirk Cameron. The showing will take place at
Berean Baptist Church on Fayette & Vine Sts. in Bridgeton with a fellowship time following. The
host church will provide the beverages and paper goods. People from other churches are asked
to bring snacks to share. Parking is available at the church, at the lawyers’ offices on Fayette St.
and at the old school on Vine St. So bring your neighbor and carpool.

This is an outreach opportunity. We want to invite the unchurched people of our communities to the showing so that they
will hear the gospel through this Hollywood style movie that was shown in theaters across the nation. The closest
showing for our area was in Cross Keys so most of the people in our area didn’t get a chance to see it. So please begin
praying about whom you might invite to come. Free tickets will be available at our church. There will be a call to come
forward following the movie for those wanting to work on their marriages as well as those interested in learning how to
receive Jesus as their Lord and Savior.

y Get ready for a movie night sponsored by the American Baptist Churches in Cumberland County.

0
@*

e

The Young Adult Group at our church is sponsoring this year’s coffee house event on Friday March 13"
from 6:00-9:00 pm. A local band of some renown called Fish Lips and our young adult praise team, His
Proof, will provide music. There will also be an open mike and possible Karaoke time for those
interested.
His Proof will be playing from 6:30-7:00, Fish Lips from 7:00-7:30 and the open mike/karaoke time will
be from 7:30-8:30. Come and enjoy the warm music, hot drinks and delicious snacks on a cold night but
E  dont keep it to yourself—invite a friend or two to join you. Your welcome to come for all or part of the
=le time!
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Levick for more information.

Nursery

LENTEN SERVICE SCHEDULE

March 4, 2009
Place:
Speaker:
Text:

Special Music:

March 11, 2009

Place:

Special Speaker:

Text:
Special Music:

March 18, 2009

Place:
Speaker:

Text:

Special Music:

March 25, 2009

Place:
Special Music:

April 1, 2009

Place:
Speaker:

Text:

Special Music:

Cohansey Baptist Church
Robert Ingram, First Baptist of Mount Holly
Ezekiel 37:1-14 Valley of Dry Bones
Blythe MacDonald - Woodstown
Refreshments Following

First Baptist Church
Pastor Jim Sheldon
John 3:15, Num. 21:4-9 - Moses
First Baptist, Pearl Street Baptist

Berean Baptist Temple
Pastor John Carman
Luke 2:25-32 - Simeon
Berean Baptist, First Baptist

Pearl Street Baptist Church
Chad Ingram, First Baptist of Mount Holly
Refreshments Following

Cohansey Baptist Church
Pastor Don Harrington
Isa. 52:13-53:12 The Suffering Servant
Cohansey Baptist, Berean Baptist

year is entitled East to West and will be sung by our choir on Saturday April 4
and Sunday April 5. Watch the bulletin and next month’s Lamplighter for more details. If you are
interested in singing with us please come out to the cantata rehearsals on Monday night.

The Nursery is in need of a nursery coordinator beginning the end of May.
leading you to serve in this area? Anyone who is interested can contact Andrea
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From the Church Mouse

April 9, 2009 - Maundy Thursday

Place: Berean Baptist Temple
Speaker: Pastor Peter Ely
Text: Genesis 45:1-11 - Joseph

Communion Service
Special Music: Each Participating Church

ANNOUNCEMENTS

* The offering will go for The Ugandan Task Force

Continued

Good Friday Service March 21, 2008 12 noon 3 p.m.

Place: ?

Easter Sunrise Service March 23, 2008 7 a.m. at Sunset Lake Amphitheater

Destination Jerusalem
Mark 10:32

He strides ahead.

To us behind, His shoulders shout

Of His resolve; like flint, His face.
Eyes fixed upon some private anguish,
He, unfaltering, sets the pace

And strides ahead.

We trail behind, reluctantly.

To follow into certain death

With banners, shouts, and brandished spears
Is one thing. Butd unarmed and mute?

It has the feel of sacrifice

To us who walk behind.

|l 6m scared.
And yet | follow Him,

Though Hebs what ofrightens
Hebés marching t o escanheer

(although we feel the beat.)

Wedre foldwhat? ng from

From habit? Love? From Loyalty?
Perhaps it takes all three

scared

To keep on going when

Like me.
By Jana Carman
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Why did Jesus fold the napkin

This is one | can honestly say | have never seen circulating in the
emails so; if it touches you, you may want to forward it.

Why did Jesus fold the linen burial cloth after His resurrection? | never
noticed this....

The Gospel of John (20:7) tells us that the napkin, which was placed
over the face of Jesus, was not just thrown aside like the grave
clothes. The Bible takes an entire verse to tell us that the napkin was
neatly folded, and was placed separate from the grave clothes.

Early Sunday morning, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and found that the stone had been rolled
away from the entrance.

She ran and found Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved. She said, 'They have taken the Lord's
body out of the tomb, and | don't know where they have put him!'

Peter and the other disciple ran to the tomb to see. The other disciple outran Peter and got there first. He stooped and
looked in and saw the linen cloth lying there, but he didn't go in.

Then Simon Peter arrived and went inside. He also noticed the linen wrappings lying there, while the cloth that had
covered Jesus' head was folded up and lying to the side.

Was that important? Absolutely!

Is it really significant? Yes!

In order to understand the significance of the folded napkin, you have to understand a little bit about Hebrew tradition of
that day. The folded napkin had to do with the Master and Servant, and every Jewish boy knew this tradition.

When the servant set the dinner table for the master, he made sure that it was exactly the way the master wanted it.
The table was furnished perfectly, and then the servant would wait, just out of sight, until the master had finished eating,
and the servant would not dare touch that table, until the master was finished.

Now if the master were done eating, he would rise from the table, wipe his fingers, his mouth, and clean his beard, and
would wad up that napkin and toss it onto the table.

The servant would then know to clear the table. For in those days, the wadded napkin meant, ‘I'm done'.

But if the master got up from the table, and folded his napkin, and

Laid it beside his plate, the servant would not dare touch the table, because..........

The folded napkin meant, 'I'm coming back!'

He is Coming Back!

Buckle on the straps
A cowboy once offered this sensible notion of living the Christian faith:

“Lotsa folks who'd really like to do right think that servin’ the Lord just means shoutin’ themselves hoarse praisin’ his
name.

“Well, I'll tell ya how | look at that. I'm workin’ here fer Jim. Now, if I'd sit around the house here tellin’ what a good fella
Jim is, and singin’ songs to him, and gettin’ up in the night to serenade him, I'd be doin’ just like a lot of Christians do. But
| wouldn'’t suit Jim, and I'd get fired mighty quick.

“But when | buckle on my straps and hustle among the hills and see that Jim’s herd is all right and not sufferin’ fer water
and feed, or bein’ off the range and branded by cattle thieves, well then, I'm servin’ Jim the way he wants to be served.”

Refining Fire
Religion is not a nagging parent, nor is it a report card keeping track of our achievements and failures and
grading our performance.

Religion is a refining fire, helping us get rid of everything that is not us, everything that di  storts, dilutes or
compromises the persons we really want to be, until only our authentic selves remain.  -- Harold Kushner
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Michael Dunkelberger
Dawn Riggins
Travis Turner

Andrea Levick

Jere Baker

John Shimp
Jane Nicholson
Richie Perticari
Arlene VanMeter

B.J. Holt

Emily Mayhew
Maureen Connell
Christina Silver
Kyle Bayzick
Jennifer Riggins

Joe Wagner
Lara Marino
Betty Gaskill
Megan West
Helen Rammel
Ryan Mauer
Madeline Sebastian
Christina Holt
Randy Marks
Chrissy Akers
Sara Baker

I f you notice your bi
birthday is not on the list and it should be or if it
is in error, please contact me to it can be put on
the list.

856-455-2574 or nohowmom@comcast.net
Thank you!

rthday or

Life's wonders

Crowfoot, a chief of the Siksika First Nation, was a
prominent Native American in the late 1800s. The
brave warrior offered the following insight into the
brevity and wonder of life:

What is life? It is the flash of a firefly in the night.
It is the breath of a buffalo in the wintertime.

It is the little shadow, which runs across the grass
And loses itself in the sunset.

Crowf oot 6s obs er thameiofdsatm
90. Verse 4 reads: OFor
sight are like yesterday when it is past, or like a
watch in the night. o
we would keep our earthly life in proper
perspective: oO0Teach
may gain a wise heart.
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ay a
prayer
for...

Prayers of praise that Don Brammer has been
moved back to the Maurice Home in Millville.

Pray for Nancy Ayarsas she battles the last stages
of cancer.

Prayers for Barry Crispin as he comes home and
recovers from his colostomy reversal surgery.

Pray for Heidi Tyron as she deals with her Lupus.

Pray for June Marks as she is going through
rehabilitation at Genesis.

Pray for strength and comfort for the families of
Jack Perry and Hazel Downswho went home to
be with the Lord.

Praise that Harry Lodge has returned home from
his rehabilitation at Cumberland Manor.

Prayer that Nola Willis will continue doing well in
her rehabilitation at Genesis, and will be home
soon.

Pray for Ryan Myers, as his medicines no longer
work.

Pray for
the Cardiac Unit.

Evel yn,

Pray for 3" grade student in Cindy Fithiand class,
who has an incurable disease. Also pray for the
family of a former student who took his life.

Peggy

Serious Condition:

Joe Doak

At Home Recovering:

Todd Skompski
Corey Morgan
Bob Etherton

Shut Ins:
Janet Bonaldo

Nursing Homes:
Evelyn Davis
Jeanette Merritt
Lura Elwell

Josh LaTourette
Kim Sebastian
Barry Crispin

Ashley Guntow

Retirement Communities:

Dorothy Elwell
Don Brammer
Alice Moore

Those Battling Cancer:

Ed Peterson  Aaron Silver
Jerry Oswald  Mike Stanfa
Louise Orsini  Emily Horton
Jeff Mortimer  Ryan Myers

Barry Crispin
Marcie Newkirk

In the Service:
Russell Shinn
Doug Shimp
Jeffrey Shimp

Michael Dunkelburger

Nathaniel Schrier
Orrin Williams
Nathaniel Schrier
Jacob Schrier
Nicky Mihalecz

College Students:

Sarah Baker
Brian Crispin
Dale Cruzan, Il
Lindsay Fithian
Rid MaltBsé S O
Rich Perticari
Jeremy Shafer
Samantha Tobin
Zach Tuthill

Bob Etherton

Shauna Sloan
Nathan Long
Christopher Bostwick

John Sheldon
Andy Guth
Andrew Tobin
Brian Schrier
Kyle Mihalecz

Kyle Bayzick
Alyssa Cruzan
Kristen Eisenhardt
Gina Kalfut

S8sdn Pebrye I,
Ashley Shafer
Jessica Shimp
Travis Turner
Josh Weber
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1- 10 AM Morning Worship
11:30 AM Sunday School
6 PM Jr. BYF
6 PM Sr. BYF @ Berean

2- 7 PM Choir Rehearsal
8 PM Cantata Rehearsal

3- 9 AM Prayer Group
7 PM Music Committee Mtg.

4-7 PM Lenten Service @ Cohansey

5- 5 PM His Proof Rehearsal
7 PM Prayer Warriors
7:30 PM Praise & Worship Rehearsal

6- 7 PM Young Adults

8- DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS @ 2 AM
10 AM Morning Worship
11:30 AMSunday School
6 PM Jr. BYF
6 PM Sr. BYF @ Berean

9- 10 AM Service @ Cumberland Manor
7 PM Choir Rehearsal
8 PM Cantata Rehearsal

10- 9 AM Prayer Group
6:30 PM Trustee Mtg.
7 PM Deacon Mtg.
7 PM Associate Deacon Mtg.
7PMW.O.W.

11- 7 PM Lenten Service @ First Baptist

127 5 PM His Proof Rehearsal
7:30 PM Praise & Worship Rehearsal

13- 6 PM Coffee House

15- 10 AM Morning Worship

11:30 AM Sunday School

6:15 PM Contemporary Worship @ Berean
16- 7 PM Choir/ Cantata Rehearsal

17- 9 AM Prayer Group
7 PM Christain Education Brd. Mtg.

18- 7 PM Lenten Service @ Berean Baptist Temple

19- 5 PM His Proof Rehearsal
7:30PM Praise & Worship Rehearsal

207 Spring Begins
22- 10 AM Morning Worship
11:30 AM Sunday School
6 PM Jr. BYF
6 PM Sr. BYF @ Berean
23- 7 PM Choir/ Cantata Rehearsal
24- 9 AM Prayer Group
9 AM Lamplighter Assembly
7 PM Evangelism Com. Mtg.
25- 7PM Lenten Service @ Pearl Street Baptist

26- 5 PM His Proof Rehearsal
7 PM Praise & Worship Rehearsal

27- 7 PM "Fire Proof" @ Berean
281 1 PM Cantata Rehearsal
29- 10 AM Morning Worship

11:30 AM Sunday School

6 PM Jr. BYF

6 PM Sr. BYF

30- 7 PM Choir / Cantata Rehearsal




Memory Verse:

Therefore if any man be in Christ,
he is a new creature:

L]

old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become ne W.
~Il Corinthians 5:17

Jokes:

What does Ireland have more of
than any other country?
Irishmen!

What did one Irish ghost say to the
other?
'Top o' the moaning!"

Are there many selfish people in
Ireland?

Yes, because in Ireland, "I" always
comes first!

Did you hear about the man who
wanted to sound Irish?
He decided to go for brogue!

A FAMILY OF PRAYER

The book of Acts tells about a man named Cornelius. He
was a Roman centunion from Caesarea who worshiped God.
Through his encounter with Cornelius, Peter learned that
God accepts everyone who fears him and does what is nighe.

Lise the code below 1o see the example Set oy Cormelius and Ris lamily. GRID

Soive the math probiems by ssing 1he geic. Then Lsze e key to find e '; E
Ieter that matches each answer. Write the ledter on the biank. s
KEY: a=7 e=B =10 o=08 u=11 y=6 6|5
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w__r__ d__wv___ __t __nd
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B=D A+ A+D BeC A4 A+D  A+C

g n__r 51 f th__s n
A+C A<C B+DC+D A+B B+D B+D A+C B+C

n d _ nd pr d G d

A+CA+C A+D A+D A+B A+C B+D B+D
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Bible Quiz:in the 8th century B.C., a prophet of

God condemned the sinfulness of many of
Jerusalemfés citizens. On bet
anyone who abused power, was unjust toward the

poor and used bribes and position to gain money and

status. He even condemned prideful women who
walkedowi t h outstretched necks
with their eyes, mincing along as they go, tinkling

with their feet. o6 (He was r ¢
attached to womends ankl es.)

Who was that prophet?

A. Isaiah

B. Amos

C. Hosea
D. Jeremiah

Answer: (See 3:16 ff, NRSV, of the book with the
prophet s name. )



Faith Comes By Hearing is a mission organization
dedicated to putting the Scriptures on audio
recordings in the languages of people around the
world who can’t read. They are a partner
organization with Wycliffe Bible Translators and
provide translated Scripture to listening groups who
are able to listen to the Bible and discuss it. This
encouraging testimony comes from a man in
Ghana who was a member of a majority religion in
his area.

“There was this group of Christians in my
neighborhood who gathered in front of my house
every week to listen to the Nafaanra Bible. One
day as | was observing siesta, they disturbed my
sleep. | got angry and asked them to look for a
new meeting place.

Some days later | fell so sick that | could not get out
of bed. Because | am not married, there was no
one to take me to the hospital or even get food for
me. | was in bed when the listeners | had driven
away came to visit me. They prayed for me, gave
me some food and took me to the hospital. They
even paid the bill when | was discharged. This
baffled me. | was embarrassed but impressed with
their Christian commitment and show of love.

When friends from my religion heard of what had
happened, they rushed to my house and heaped
blame on me for allowing Christians to care for me.
The more they tried to convince me | was wrong,
the more | realized they were lost. When they tired
of talking, | told them that precisely because of
what the Faith Comes By Hearing members had
done, | was accepting Christ as my Lord and
Savior.”

Chosen People Ministries is an outreach to
Jewish people to let them hear about Jesus from a
Jewish perspective. On Sunday, December 28, on
the last night of Hanukkah, our South Florida
ministry held a very unusual Hanukkah outreach.

Many of our communities here in South Florida are
gated and very hard to reach—>but the Lord opened
a great door of opportunity with the social director
of a nearby housing complex (himself a Jewish
man who does not believe in Jesus). He invited
two other communities to hear us present the story
of Hanukkah to the mostly elderly Jewish people
living in the complex.

We began with a catered dinner and then
performed a musical presentation of the themes of
the holiday—linking those themes to the coming of
the Messiah Jesus, the true Light of the World! We
were able to weave together the message of good
triumphing over evil and the need we all have for
the Redeemer! The response was wonderful and
we had many conversations with Jewish people
who do not yet know the Lord—many who are only
steps from eternity!

Chosen People Ministries also sponsored a
showing of a film in New York City that focused on
Bob Dylan’s “Gospel Years”. This documentary
was produced by a non-Messianic Jew, and Dr.
Mitch Glaser, the president of Chosen People
Ministries, had the privilege of being interviewed
extensively in the film. He was actually able to
explain in detail what it means for a Jew or a
Gentile to be born again! Of the several hundred
Jewish people who packed the auditorium that
night, it is likely that very few had heard the Gospel
before.

In addition to the day-by-day, heart-to-heart,
person-to-person evangelism we are continually
doing through our missionaries, congregations and
Messianic Centers, we also believe these creative
new approaches to Jewish evangelism are
essential if we are going to reach a wide variety of
Jewish people in the world. The reason for this is
that Jewish people are often resistant to the Gospel
because of the negative history between Christians
and Jews. From the Crusades to the Holocaust to
the vicious pogroms in Russia, Jewish people have
historically felt victimized by Christianity. In light of
this terrible history, we have much to overcome in
our witness to Jewish people today. Somehow, we
must show Jewish people that real Christians love
God'’s chosen people.



