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 The Christian life is all about balance.  Think of the balance beam in 
gymnastics where the girl’s Olympic team tries to do exercises on a four-inch beam 
three foot off the floor.  On the floor mats the exercises they do would be simple.  
But three feet up in the air the exercises become difficult.  For a Christian doing 
spiritual exercises on Sunday mornings in worship is relatively easy but trying to do 
the same in the workplace, in the home or at school on Monday through Saturday 
makes them fairly difficult. 
 Sunday is learning and practice time.  Monday begins the competition.  We 
need to learn to take our Sunday morning attitudes, activities and compassion and 
bring them into play during our weekly routines.  This takes balance.  We can’t stop 
at 10:00 am on Monday in the middle of class or the middle of work and spend an 

hour in worship like we do on Sunday.   
Yet we are supposed to stay in an attitude of prayer for that hour on Monday.  This means that we are 

supposed to be listening for the promptings and warnings from the Holy Spirit.  We need one foot in the 
physical world and one foot in the spiritual world throughout the day.  The balance happens when we do this 
while switching our attention back and forth between our two worlds.  Sometimes our focus needs to be at the 
job at hand.  Sometimes the focus needs to be on prayer for the one working next to us. 

Within three months of accepting Jesus as Savior, every Christian should be able to spend Sunday 
morning surrounded by other Christians in a worship service.  They should be able to enter wholeheartedly into 
the worship and receive the training that comes from the sermons, Sunday school lessons, testimonies, 
Scripture reading and the rest.  This is the early spiritual work of the Christian life.  Once this is accomplished 
the gathering for worship and training on Sunday mornings requires only a bit more work.   

Then the spiritual work focuses on living life in the home and at work up on the Lord’s balance beam.  
He wants us to be in the world but not of it (John 17).  We are to focus our efforts on living with and following 
the promptings of the Holy Spirit hour by hour as we live for Jesus in the world.  At the same time we are to be 
engaged with people of this world and actively working in this world to bring all things and all people under the 
Lordship of Christ. 

All too often it seems to me that those who have been Christians for a number of years spend most of 
their energy and efforts on the Sunday morning gatherings trying hard to please the Lord there but woefully 
neglecting the work of pleasing the Lord throughout the rest of the week.  This shouldn’t be.  Jesus has long 
been at work trying to consolidate and extend the victory that He won over evil on the cross.  He has called 
and commissioned us to join Him.  95% of what needs to be done in this work has to happen outside of the 
Sunday morning gatherings.  Christ’s goal is to make the kingdoms of this world the kingdoms of our Lord 
(Revelation 11).   

Let’s turn our efforts around and spend 95% of our work and spiritual exercise in living a balanced life 
with Christ outside the Sunday morning gatherings.  I believe Jesus and we will be more pleased with the 
results of this change. 

 
Pastor Pete 

 
 

The Elys would like to thank you for the Christmas gift from the congregation. We appreciate your 
thoughtfulness and consider it a blessing. We also consider it a privilege to have served as your 
pastoral family during this past year. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

NEWS     
 
 

 

 

All Lamplighter items are due no later than February, 15th  

If you have any articles, poems, stories, photos, ads or articles for the Lamplighter issue please put 
them in my mailbox in the little room off the choir loft, call me @ 455-2574, email me @ 
nohowmom@comcast.net , send them to me @ 77 Barretts Run Rd., Bridgeton, 08302 or hand them 
to me after morning worship.  Thank you! 

 

 

 
To all of those dedicated people who faithfully assemble our newsletter every month. We really 
appreciate you and the time you give in service to the Lord. 

 

 

 

 
Question:  How is the date for Easter determined and how was it decided? 
 
Answer:  Easter is now set as the first Sunday after the first full moon following the Spring Equinox.  
In the early centuries Easter was celebrated the Sunday following the Jewish Passover to try and tie 
it together with the actual occurrence in the Bible.  As Christianity spread outside the Roman 
Empire, churches were established in places without Jewish Synagogues so these churches had no 
clue when Passover was.  So, various churches guessed as to when to celebrate Easter leading to 

many different Easter celebrations throughout the world.  This confusion was laid to rest in the eighth century by the 
leaders in the church with the above formula.  However, when the church split in the eleventh century, the Orthodox 
Church adopted a slightly different formula compared to Catholic pattern.  So sometimes their Easter celebration 
coincides but often the Orthodox Easter is up to five weeks later. 

 
 
Cohansey Baptist Church will be sponsoring a Red Cross Blood Drive.  It will be held on Friday 
February 27

th
 to honor the memory of Jason Williams.  The blood donation will take place in the 

fellowship hall from 2:00-8:00 pm.  This time of year following the holidays the blood banks are in low 
supply.  Please consider donating a pint of your blood for someone in need.  Also pass on the word to 
others in our community so they can join us in giving a gift of life! 
 

 
The Music committee will be having a sub sale fundraiser on Saturday February 21

st
 from 11:00 

am-1:00 pm.  American and Italian subs are being offered at $5.00 a piece.  There will also be a 
bake table where you can buy desserts to go with the subs.  See any member of the praise 
teams or choirs to purchase tickets. 
 
 
 
 
 
“In a world where people are looking everywhere for signs of God, where have you found God? What have you done 
about it? And who will you tell?”  
—Robert Gorrell 
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The Combined Lenten Services for the American Baptist Churches of Cumberland County will 
begin on Ash Wednesday February 25

th
 at 7:00 pm.  The Bridgeton Area Congregations will 

be hosting the seven-week series at each of their churches.  Watch the bulletin for more 
details and the full schedule. 

 
 
 
Our combined Sr. BYF (Pearl St., Berean and Cohansey) will be joining together for this year’s 30-hour 
famine.  This is an opportunity for our youth to go without eating for thirty hours to raise pledge money 
for those who have to go without food due to poverty.  All funds raised will be sent to World Vision to 
help the hungry around the world.  Please pray about pledging money to one of the Sr. BYF kids. 

 
 
 
 

Be a Cheerful Giver   (something to ponder) 

 
A mother wanted to teach her daughter a moral lesson.  

She gave the little girl a quarter and a dollar for church. "Put whichever one you want in the collection plate and keep the 
other for yourself," she told the girl.  

When they were coming out of the church, the mother asked her daughter which amount she had given.  

"Well," said the little girl, "I was going to give the dollar, but just before the collection the man in the pulpit said that we 
should all be cheerful givers . . . .  

. . . . I knew I'd be a lot more cheerful if I gave the quarter, so I did." 

 

Valentines to give your children 

 
• Acceptance – Teach kids that you love them for who and what they are. Give this gift with a kiss.  

 

• Self-confidence – Help children understand that they can trust themselves. Give this gift with a hug.  

 

• Life without needless fears – Don’t let your kids see you as a worrier. Give this gift with laughter.  

 

• Appreciation – Help children acquire a spark of gratitude and enjoy all of life. Give this gift as they go out the door.  

 

• Faith – Introduce your children to God, the best friend they’ll ever have. Give this gift by taking them to church every 

Sunday.  

 

 



 

  10 Little Christians 
   
  10 little Christians standing in line. 1 disliked the  
  Preacher, then there were 9 
 
  9 little Christians stayed up very late, 1 overslept on 
                          Sunday, then there were 8. 

 
   8 little Christians on their way to heaven. 1 took the low  
                          road, and then there were 7. 
 
 
  7 little Christians chirping like chicks. 1 disliked the 

           music, then there were
 

The “Perfect” Pastor       6 little Christians seemed very much alive. 1 lost his  

           interest and then there were 5 

 
The perfect pastor preaches exactly 10 minutes.       5 little Christians pulling for heaven’s shore. 1 stopped 

   to rest, then there were 4. 
He condemns sin roundly but never hurts anyone’s 
feelings.           4 little Christians each busy as a bee. 1got his feelings  
           hurt, then there were 3. 
He works from 8 AM until midnight and is also the 
church janitor.         3 little Christians knew not what to do. 1 joined the  
          sporty crowd,, then there were 2. 
The perfect pastor makes $40 a week, wears good      
clothes, drives a good car, buys good books, and     2 little Christians, our rhyme is nearly done, differed  
donates $30 a week to the church.       with each other, then there was 1. 
 
He is 29 years old and has 40 years experience.     1 little Christian can’t do much ‘tis true, brought his  
           friend to Bible study, then there were 2. 
Above all, he is handsome. 
          2 little Christians, each won 1 more. That doubled the  
The perfect pastor has a burning desire to work     number, then there were 4. 
with teenagers, and spends most of his time with 
the senior citizens.        4 sincere Christians worked early and late. Each won 
           another, then there were 8. 
He smiles all the time with a straight face because 
he has a sense of humor that keeps him seriously    8 splendid Christians if they doubled as before, in just 
dedicated to his church.         so many Sundays, we’d have 1024. 
 
He makes 15 home visits a day and is always in     In this little jingle, there is a message true, you belong 
his office to be handy when needed.      either to the building or to the wrecking crew! 
 
The perfect pastor always has time for church council   ********************************************* 
and all of its committees. He never misses the meeting 
of any church organization and is always busy evangelizing 
the unchurched. 
 
The perfect pastor is always in the next church over. 
 
If your pastor does not measure up, simply send this notice to six other churches that are tired of their pastor, too. Then 
bundle up your pastor and send him to the church at the top of the list. If everyone cooperates, in one week you will 
receive 1643 pastors. One of them should be perfect! 
 
Have faith in this letter. One church broke the chain and got its old pastor back in less than three months. 
 

(This all goes to show that we often have unrealistic expectations of our pastors) 



 
 

 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1  Billy Williams, III 

 

4  Ashleigh Elwell 

  Daniel C. Williams, II 

 

5           David Ely 

 

9  Kevin M.Stanfa, Sr. 

 

10  Kim Mayhew 

 

11  Joshua Bonham 

 

12  Jeanette Bokma 

               Ida Smith 

 

13  Jim Johnson 

  Kim Johnson 

  Cindy Fithian 

 

14  Kristine Halter 

  Frances Newkirk 

 

15  Danny VanMeter 

 

16  Ryan Hitchner 

   

 

 

18  Bobbi Jo Hitchner 

  Megan Davis 

 

23  Kelly VanMeter 

 

24  Nicole Gandy 

 

26  Jeremy Dickinson 

  Nancy Baker (Sr.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Her Souvenirs 
© By Steven Mossburg 

 
She had another birthday 
And she sat before the mirror 
She contemplated her gray hair 
Her wrinkles and her years 
 
But she didn't need to fret 
And she really shouldn't fear 
Cause her gray hairs are memories 
Her wrinkles are souvenirs 
 
Each strand of silver shows a worry 
That never came to pass 
Each deep line upon her face 
Is there because she laughed 
 
There have been times of trouble 
And there have been days of stress 
But life has really been quite good 
For she's been truly blest 
 
And so it's Happy Birthday 
She is so very dear 
For her gray hairs are memories 
And her wrinkles are souvenirs 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please pray for Frank Hitchner's recovery. Frank 

had gall bladder surgery. 

 

Please pray for Raymie Newkirk who had a heart 

attack and has had several stents put in.  

 

Prayers of praise that Don Brammer has had his 

cast removed. Pray that his rehabilitation will go 

well. 

 

Pray for Bob Etherton as he goes through another 

round of treatment as a preventative measure. 

 

Pray for Linda Rafter as she continues to heal at 

home after rehabilitation. 

 

Prayers for Barry Crispin as he goes through 

another round of chemo and then has a bone 

marrow transplant in February. 

 

Pray for Heidi Tyron as she deals with her Lupus. 

 

Prayers of praise for the Levick Family as they 

look forward to the birth of a new grandson in May. 

 

Pray for strength and comfort for the families of 

Isabell Brown, June Haenn, and Laird Dare, 
who went home to be with the Lord. 

 

Please keep Linda Trembley in your prayers as she 

has a severe foot infection. 

 

Pray for a good recovery for Jere Baker who has 

had surgery on his shoulder. 

 

Pray for Tim Ichinaga who has a broken vertebrae. 

 

Keep Ryan Fithian in your prayers as he returns to 

Florida and makes some important life decisions. 

 
Keep Matt Clark’s niece, Lindsay. She needs guidance in 
making some life choices as she comes to her final semester 
of ROTC.  

 
Serious Condition:  
Joe Doak 
 
At Home Recovering:  
Todd Skompski           Josh LaTourette 
Corey Morgan            Kim Sebastian 
Bob Etherton 
 
Shut Ins:  
Janet Bonaldo    Ashley Guntow 
   
Nursing Homes: 
Hazel Downs        Evelyn Davis   
Jeanette Merritt         
Lura Elwell      
 
Retirement Communities: 
Dorothy Elwell          
Don Brammer 
Alice Moore     
 
Those Battling Cancer: 
Ed Peterson Aaron Silver              
Jerry Oswald Mike Stanfa        
Louise Orsini     Emily Horton       
Jeff Mortimer     Ryan Myers 
Barry Crispin Bob Etherton  
Marcie Newkirk 
 
 
In the Service: 
Russell Shinn      Shauna Sloan 
Doug Shimp      Nathan Long  
Jeffrey Shimp     Christopher Bostwick 
Michael Dunkelburger John Sheldon 
Nathaniel Schrier     Andy Guth          
Orrin Williams          Andrew Tobin 
Nathaniel Schrier     Brian Schrier  
Jacob Schrier        Kyle Mihalecz 
Nicky Mihalecz 
 
 
 
College Students:     
Sarah Baker           Kyle Bayzick   
Brian Crispin       Alyssa Cruzan  
Dale Cruzan, III       Kristen Eisenhardt 
Lindsay Fithian       Gina Kalfut 
Ric Maltese       Susan Perry 
Rich Perticari       Ashley Shafer 
Jeremy Shafer       Jessica Shimp 
Samantha Tobin      Travis Turner 
Zach Tuthill       Josh Weber 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
1- Morning Worship 10 am 
        Sunday School 11:30 am 
        Jr. BYF 6 pm  
        Sr. BYF 6 pm @ Cohansey 
 
2 - Choir Rehearsal 7 pm 

 
3 - Prayer 9 am 
      
4 - Bible Study 7 pm 

 
5 - His Proof Rehearsal 5 pm 

        Prayer Warriors 7 pm 
        Praise & Worship Rehearsal 7:30 pm 
 
8 - Morning Worship 10 am 

        Sunday School 11:30 am 
        White Cross Working Lunch 11:30 am 
        Jr. BYF 6 pm  
        Sr. BYF 6 pm @ Cohansey 
 
9 - Manor Service 10 am 
        Choir Rehearsal 7 pm 
 
10 - Prayer 9 am 
        Trustees 6:30 pm 
        Deacons 7 pm 
        Associate Deacons 7 pm 
        W.O.W. 7 pm 
 
11 - Bible Study 7 pm 

 
12 - His Proof Rehearsal 5 pm 

        Praise & Worship Rehearsal 7:30 pm 
 
 
 

 
15 - Morning Worship 10 am 
       Sunday School 11:30 am 
       Contemporary Combined Service 6:15 pm @ 
        Berean Baptist Temple 
 
16 – President’s Day 

        Choir Rehearsal 7 pm 
 
17 - Prayer 9 am 

       Christian Education Board 7 pm 
 
18 - Bible Study 7 pm 

 
19 - His Proof Rehearsal 5 pm 

       Praise & Worship Rehearsal 7:30 pm  
 
21 - Choir Sub Sale 11 am - 1 pm 

 
22 - Morning Worship 10 am 

       Sunday School 11:30 am 
       Jr. BYF 6 pm  
       Sr. BYF 6 pm @ Cohansey 
 
23 - Choir Rehearsal 7 pm 

 
24 - Prayer 9 am 

       Evangelism Committee 7 pm 
 
25 – Ash Wednesday 

        Lenten Service 7 pm 
 
26 - His Proof Rehearsal 5 pm 
       Praise & Worship 7:30 pm 
 
27 - Red Cross Blood Drive 1 pm - 7 pm 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Memory Verse: 
 

But the very hairs of your head  

 

are all numbered.  

~Matthew 10:30  

 
 

 

Jokes: 

Why don't aliens have doorbells on their spacecrafts? 

They're trying to win the no bell prize.  

What did the apple say to the banana?  

"Split!"  

What did the mouse say after a bath?  

"I'm squeaky clean."  

How do you make varnish disappear?  

Remove the R! 

Puzzle: 
 

 
 
 

Bible Quiz: 

Second Kings, chapter 5, tells of Namaan, an army 
commander who had leprosy. A certain prophet of 
the Lord sent a message to Namaan, telling him to 
go wash in the Jordan River seven times. 
Reluctantly, Namaan did so and was healed.  
 
Choose the prophet’s name from the list below:  
 
A. Micah  
B. Elisha  
C. Elijah  
D. Judah  
 
Answer: (See 2 Kings 5.)   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is an excerpt from a monthly newsletter from the 
Bonillas who have been serving in Chile.  They spoke as 
missionaries here at Cohansey a couple of years ago.  
They have been working at the Baptist Institute in Chile 
to train pastors for the congregations in the Baptist 
denomination.  Below they share about Margarita, a 
pastor that just graduated from the Institute after 
having meningitis and a needed surgery.  Thank you for 
your prayers for our American Baptist missionaries as 
the serve all over the world. 
 
 
Our dear brothers and sisters in Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey: 
 
As a beginner for this New Year, we cannot but share 
with you the miracles into the New Year we have 
witnessed since mid-Dec (actually mid-Nov). If you ever 
doubted your prayers are answered, here is an example 
of answered prayers: Margarita had surgery on Sat Nov 
мрΣ ƎŀǾŜ ƘŜǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ ά9ōŜƴŜȊŜǊέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
congregation on Sun Nov 23 (a week later), attended 
LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΩǎ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜǎ ƻƴ 
Sat Dec 13th, dedicated a baby and served Communion 
on Sun Dec 14th, and shared the first sermon since the 
meningitis episode on Sun Dec 21st during a beautiful 
and meaningful Christmas service where children, 
youth, women, and men all shared their gifts and 
ǘŀƭŜƴǘǎΗ aŀǊƎŀǊƛǘŀ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ŀ ǿƻǊŘ ƻƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ōƛǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ Iƛǎ 
Christmas gift to one and all. A powerful word of hope 
from someone who has depended (and depends) on 
Him as her all-year-ǊƻǳƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƎƛŦǘΧ Lƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀƳŜ 
series of firsts, she celebrated her first wedding 
engagement ceremony and her first baptisms after 
ordination on Sun Jan 11th! Thirteen new members 
were added to the membeǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΧ 
She is grateful for all of your prayers on her behalf, and 
for her husband Patricio, their son Adolfo, and their 
church The New Redeemer Baptist Church. One can 
hardly notice or believe she had surgery and had 

meningitis in the ǎŀƳŜ ȅŜŀǊΧ ¢ƘŜ ǎǳǊƎŜǊȅ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ 
appendix instead of her gall stones as originally 
indicated. Both situations were at stake and surgeons 
decided to prevent a peritonitis, hence taking care of 
the appendix first. Gall stones are still pending 
treatment, bǳǘ aŀǊƎŀǊƛǘŀ ǎŀȅǎ άL ŀƳ ƛƴ Iƛǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ 
ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ IŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŘƻΦέ IŜǊ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ 
have not stopped her from witnessing of the wonderful 
God she serves and who called her to be a pastor. In the 
midst of her circumstances, she continues to pastor the 
congregation she has been entrusted and her testimony 
is vibrant and that of a true disciple of Jesus. We are in 
awe to see what the Lord continues to do and how He 
continues to be strong in her weakness. We praise Him 
for His faithfulness and love!  

 

 

 

 

 
Our church supports two children in our American 
Baptist mission fields on a monthly basis.  One child is in 
Haiti and the other is in Myanmar (Burma).  The family of 
each of the children receives $15.00 per month from us 
to use for school supplies and food.  Without this help 
that family would not be able to send their child to school 
and they would be missing meals frequently.  Thank you 
for your support of the mission budget so that we can 
help two Christian families raise their children and give 
them an education so that they can move out of extreme 
poverty! 
 

 


