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 The twenty-first century is quickly becoming the century of religious 
persecution and especially against Christians.  In a world that is supposedly 

more modern and progressive, Christians find themselves living in more 
danger in more countries of the world.  Human rights issues make the news 
constantly, yet the right of people to embrace Jesus as their Savior is more 

restricted now than ever. 
 This might not seem the case from our position of freedom of religion 
in our community but it is certainly the case for more than half the people on 

our planet.  The secular media rarely reports these cases unless they are 
extremely grievous and then only briefly.  However, in the small amount of Christian news that I was 
able to read in the past week Christians were killed for their faith in the following countries:  Laos, 

Nigeria, Iran, Iraq, Bangladesh, India, China, North Korea, Columbia, Pakistan, Mexico, Somalia, 
Afghanistan, Indonesia, Vietnam, Eritrea and Burma.  I’m sure there were many others that I didn’t 

get to read about but where killings take place such as Sudan, Egypt, The Philippines and 
Turkmenistan.  
 Beyond the deaths lie even more stories of horrendous torture and persecution not only in 

these countries but also in many more.  However, this is not stopping the spread of the Christian 
faith to more and more families who choose to follow our Lord Jesus even though it will likely cost 
them significantly to do so.  With all the persecution it would seem that Christianity would be 

shrinking, as people would naturally try to protect themselves from harm.  The truth is that 
Christianity is the fastest growing religion, especially where there is severe persecution! 
 If we look in our Scriptures, we find the story of persecution present from the beginning of the 

Church.  History shows that Satan and his hordes are actively trying to eliminate Christians despite 
their defeat by Jesus’ victory over death and the grave.  If we turn our attention to the last book of 
the New Testament, Revelation, I believe we will find our answer as to why Satan’s persecution and 

destruction of Christians has been multiplied in this century.  Revelation 12:12 says that Satan’s fury 
is great because he knows that his time is short! 
 Should we just rejoice that Satan’s frantic activity reminds us that Jesus is coming back soon?  

Yes and No!  We also need to pray for our sisters and brothers suffering in the world.  We also need 
to work for their rescue and provision as much as possible.  It is amazing how many of the 

governments of these countries where the killings take place are worried about bad publicity and 
what Americans think of their nations.  Public pressure and letters to officials combined with prayers 
have released many who were scheduled for death.  Let us not get weary with well doing.  Pray for 

the persecuted Christians and their families.  They need our prayer support and our help. 
 
Pastor Pete 

   
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

NEWS     
 
 

 

 

All Lamplighter items are due no later than October, 15th  

If you have any articles, poems, stories, photos, ads or articles for the Lamplighter issue please put 
them in my mailbox in the little room off the choir loft, call me @ 455-2574, email me @ 
nohowmom@comcast.net , send them to me @ 77 Barretts Run Rd., Bridgeton, 08302 or hand them 
to me after morning worship.  Thank you! 

 

 

 
To all of those dedicated people who faithfully assemble our newsletter every month. We really 
appreciate you and the time you give in service to the Lord. 

 

 

 
Question:  Why do Christians have to be an active part of a congregation? 
 
Answer:  Godôs purpose for Christians is that they become more like His Son, Jesus.  The way God 
desires to do this is by placing individual Christians into a local congregation.  As the people in the local 
congregation serve and worship together, areas in their lives that need to be changed are brought forth.  
This is why life in a church is not always wonderful!  When a person discovers the un-Christlike areas in 

their life, the person is to take it to the Lord in prayer and start working on it.   
While the person is working on it, theyôre in a congregation where the main value is forgiveness.  (When 

forgiveness isnôt given that just reveals in another person or persons another area to be worked on.)  The local 
congregation is Godôs gift to the individual Christian for such growth is a lot harder in the world where forgiveness is much 
more rare and love is frequently missing. 

Unfortunately, many Christians leave a local congregation when areas of their lives needing work are revealed.  
Likewise, many others leave a congregation when they see struggle or conflict.  Both kinds of Christians are looking for an 
easy place where they can rest, enjoy and not work on becoming more Christlike.  That might be the design of a vacation 
but itôs not Godôs design for Christians or a local congregation.  Lone Christians are missing out on the help that God 
brings through a body of believers.  This keeps them from growing in the ways and speed that God wants and keeps them 
from being ready for the work of the Kingdom He has called them to.  Life as a Christian while God is disappointed is not 
particularly enjoyable!  
. 

 
 
It would be appreciated if you would not bring any food or drinks into the sanctuary or the chapel. 
 
Thank you! 
 

 
If you are in the church buildings for any reason, please be responsible and make 
sure you lock all doors, close all windows, turn off all lights, turn off air conditioners 
and turn down all heating units before you leave. Several times the buildings and 
windows have been left open. This is a safety and security hazard. A reminder for 
those who wish to borrow anything that is the church property, according to church 
policy and the church constitution, you must go through the trustees for permission 

and then confirm it with the church office. Thank you for your cooperation. 
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Continued 
 

Choir News 
 
The choir will begin practicing for the Christmas cantata October 5

th
 at 8:30 PM. Regular rehearsal starts at 7 P.M. and 

you are welcome to join us at that time or come at 8:30 for just the cantata. We will be presenting the cantata ñGlorious 
Impossibleò featuring songs and carols by Keith and Kristyn Getty, Michael W. Smith, Stuart Townsend and Babbie 
Mason. Come out and join us as we sing and praise God for His wonderful gift, His Son, Jesus Christ. 
 

 
Need an excuse to clean out your shoe closet?  We are lending a helping hand to the Shiloh 
Seventh Day Baptist Church as they collect flat new or gently worn shoes for men, women, 
and children. These shoes will be sent to those in need in Malawi, Africa. There is a laundry 
basket under the piano for your donations. We will be collecting shoes until Sunday, October 
18

th
. 

 
 

 
Annual White Cross collection drive and offering.  We will be collectiong assorted 
items and money for this yearôs White Cross offering. Please pick an ear of corn or two 
from the bulletin board in the Narthex and donate the item on the ear. All items go to 
Friendship House in Hamtramck, MI. Collections will end on October 11

th
. If you are 

donating money please give your donation to Nicole Gandy. 
 
 

 
 

 
Five Veggie Tale movies have been added to the library. They are: The Pirates Who Donôt Do 
Anything; The Wonderful Wizard of Haaôs; Jonah, Are You My Neighbor?; and God Wants Me 
to Forgive Them? There are also other Veggie Tales movies in the Library for your viewing 
pleasure. Check out a movie or two and enjoy a Veggie Tales movie night! Stock up on 
cheese curls and enjoy some good old fashioned fish slapping. Or feast on some fresh fish as 
well, at least fish that were caught two weeks ago! Learn the origin of that dental floss you 
take for granted! Enjoy! 
 
 

 

       Special dates 
             Å World Communion Sunday, October 4, 2009  
             Å Columbus Day Observance, October 12, 2009  
             Å Reformation Sunday, October 25, 2009  
             Å Reformation Day, October 31, 2009  
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Recently Susan 
Perry won the 
ABCNJ Photo 
Contest.  
The photo was 
taken during this 
past year's spring 
break trip to 
Exuma with 
Stockton 
Christian 
Fellowship.  We 
were getting 
ready for our 
carnival 
outreach, and 
walked around 
the neighborhood 
to tell the kids 
about it.  As we 

walked closer to where the carnival was being held, 
the kids wanted to be carried, so we carried them.  
The photo specifically captures two boys, obviously 
friends, trading sunglasses and other small things 
while two team members carried them on their 
shoulders to the carnival. 
 

I am your church envelope 
I would like to talk with you, for  
I am part of your church life.  
I may be a complete stranger to you, but  
I can help you be a better Christian.  
I like to go to worship on Sunday, for  
I help you to be Christôs partner.  
I am very small, but  
I am the keystone of your church program.  
I am a weekly reminder of your daily blessings.  
I dare you to be as good to God as he 
has been to you.  
I am only paper, but  
I carry the full gift of a generous heart.  
I am the only pocketbook you need on 
Sunday, and  
I promise not to be a burden.  
I am your chance to preach, for  
I am a silent sermon of your devotion.  

 
A prayer for pumpkin people 
After Liz Curtis Higgs wrote the popular childrenôs book 
The Pumpkin Patch Parable, people began using her 
analogies to say a prayer while carving their Halloween 
pumpkins. The pumpkin prayer, a Christian alternative to 
Halloween traditions, reminds people of all ages what 
God has done for us. Use it this fall when your family 
makes jack-oô-lanterns.  
 
Å While cutting off the top of the pumpkin, pray, ñLord,  
open my mind so I can learn new things about you.ò  
(See Proverbs 1:7.)  
 
Å While removing the seeds and pulp, pray, ñRemove  
the things in my life that donôt please you. Forgive  
the wrong things I do, and help me forgive others.ò  
(See Matthew 6:14-15.)  
 
Å While making eyes, pray, ñOpen my eyes to see the  
beauty youôve made in the world around me.ò (See  
Psalm 104:24.)  
 
Å While making the nose, pray, ñIôm sorry for the  
times Iôve turned up my nose at your many gifts.ò  
(See James 1:17.)  
 
Å While making the mouth, pray, ñLet everything I say  
please you.ò (See Psalm 19:14.)  
 
Å While lighting the candle, pray, ñLord, help me  
show your light to others through the things I do.ò  
(See Matthew 5:16.)  
 
After carving your pumpkins, display them as examples 
of how Godôs love transforms us into new creations. 
(See 2 Corinthians 5:17.)  
 
 

A far -reaching touch  
As we move around this world and as we act with 
kindness, perhaps, or with indifference or with hostility 
toward the people we meet, we are setting the great 
spider web atremble. The life that I touch for good or ill 
will touch another life, and that, in turn, another, until 
who knows where the trembling stops or in what far 
place my touch will be felt.  
ðFrederick Buechner  

 
 



 Birthdays 

 
3  Ben Turner, Jr. 
 
4  Lucretia Olbrich 
 
7  Kayla VanMeter 
 
8            Jon Newkirk 
  Brian Sebastian 
 
9  Jim Ewing 
 
10  Tiffany Sloan 
  Courtney Sloan 
 
11  Daniel Bitters 
 
13  Bob Riggins, Sr. 
 
15  Brian Dunkelberger 

         Donna Stanfa 
 

17  Julie Fleetwood 
  Gary McAllister, Sr. 
  Bob Riggins, Jr. 
 
18  Stacey Smick 
  Chris Levick 
  
19  Christianna Johnson 
 
20  Carol Thomas 
 
21  David Bostwick, Sr. 
  Arminda Williams 
  Brittany Sloan 
 
22  Nancy Baker 

            Jacob Gregory 
 

23  Mark Levick 
  
25  Evered Levick, Jr. 
  Leeann Perry 
  Samantha Seay 
26                 Dennis Bitters 

                Becky Maltese 
          

27  Staci Willis 
 
28  Alice Dunkelberger 
  Mark Willis 
 
30  Charles Ayars, Jr. 
  Maxwell Dilks 
  Chris Holt 
 

Happy Birthday to all from your 

Church Family! 

 
DO WE HAVE YOUR BIRTHDAY? 

If not please call the church office or email Nola Willis 

at nohowmom@comcast.net 
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Please keep Bruce Platt in prayer. He had 
complications that sent him to the hospital and then to 
rehab. He is now at home 
 
Please keep Gloria Levick and Martha Gandy in 
prayer as they wait for test results. 
 
A praise that Rev. John Carman is feeling better after 
his injections. 
 
Andrea Levickôs sister, Lisa, has been diagnosed with 
Lymeôs Disease and has begun treatment. 
 
Keep Emily Mayhew and Bruce Johnson in prayer as 
they recover from hip replacement surgery.  
 
Prayers for Sherian Cecchini who fell while walking her 
dog and has a fractured ankle and torn ligaments. 
 
Prayers for Ida Borrelli as she receives testing for a 
mass that was recently found. 
 
Prayers for Shelly Shafer who was in an auto accident 
in PA. Shelly is in Lancaster General Hospital with a 
broken cheek bone and a torn ligament and artery in her 
neck. She had spleen removed and is awake now. 
 
Prayers for Johnny James who has an infection in his 
legs that prevent him from walking. 
 
Prayers for Ryan Fithian as he goes through Marine 
boot camp. 
 
Prayers for Richie Perticari as he is in the step down 
unit in rehab in Florida. 
 
Prayers for Karl Renne as doctors keep working to 
regulate his blood pressure. 
 
Prayers for Eric Osman as he continues to struggle with 
ALD and a bone marrow transplant. 
 
Prayers for Jennifer Hendrix that doctors will be able 
find the cause of a spinal fluid leak and will be able to 
remove a tumor on her brain. 
 

Prayers of sympathy for Debbie Johnson and Family 
on the death of her mother Caroline. Also for Linda and 
Don Dickerson on the loss of her father, Russell Lloyd. 
 
Norma Stanfa didnôt need to have her stent replaced 
and is home, but still needs our prayers. 
 
Pray for Susan Etherton who has pleurisy.  Praises that 
her rapid heart beat has be stabilized. 
 
 
Shut Ins 
Janet Bonaldo    Jeanne Gressman   Ashley Guntow 
 
Retirement Homes 
Dorothy Elwell          Donald Brammer 
 
Nursing Homes 
Evelyn Davis  Lura Elwell Alice Moore 
Anna Dickerson  Jeanette Merritt 
 
Battling Cancer 
Howard Atwell       Jonathan Lopez       Jerry Oswald 
Barry Crispin       Jeff Mortimer            Ed Peterson 
Amber Holly       Bruce Platt                Emily Horton 
Jose` Nieto              Mike Scavelli Tom Kalfit 
Louise Orsini           Iva Utley  Paul Wagner 
Giavana Krumaker  Stephanie Ortiz 
Marion Nickopolous 
 
Serious Condition 
Pastor Jim Berger 
 
College Students 
Kyle Bayzick        Lindsay Fithian Ashley Shafer 
Brian Crispin            Gina Kalfit  Jeremy Shafer 
Alyssa Cruzan          David Johnson Jessica Shimp 
Dale Cruzan III         Ric Maltese Sean Pedrick 
Samantha Tobin      Travis Turner Zack Tuthill 
Kristen Eisenhardt   Susan Perry Josh Weber 
Ashliegh Elwell    
 
Service 
Ryan Fithian            Nicky Mihalecz   Russ Shinn 
Andy Guth               Brain Schrier Shauna Sloan 
Nathan Long           Jacob Schrier Andrew Tobin 
Kyle Mihalecz          Doug Shimp Orrin Williams 
Jeffrey Shimp          Mike Dunkelberger  
 
*** For any Prayer chain calls please contact Joe and 
Joyce Wagner at 455-6534. Thank you. 
 
 

Tomorrow 
Do not look forward to what might happen tomorrow.  
The same God who cares for you today  
Will take care of you and yours tomorrow and every day.  
Either God will shield you from suffering  
Or God will give you unfailing strength to bear it.  
Be at peace then and put aside  

All anxious thoughts and imaginations.  
ñSt. Francis de Sales  



October 2009          Church Meetings, Activities & Events  
Sunday Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

 

   1. 
 
 7:30 p.m. Praise  
         Team reh.  

2. 
 
 Pastor Vacation  

3. 
 
 Pastor Vacation  

4.      Communion Sunday  
 
 10 a.m. ð Morning Worship  
            Guest Susan Hegarty  
 11:30 a.m. ð Sunday School  
 11:30 a.m. ð His Proof reh.  
 6:30 p.m. ð Jr./Sr. BYF @ Berean 
 Pastor Vacation  

5. 
 
 7 p.m. ð Choir  
 8:30 p.m. 
Cantata reh.  
Pastor Vacation  

6. 
 
 9 a.m. ð Prayer 
    Group  
 Pastor Vacation  

7. 
 
 7 p.m. ð  
    Bible Study  
 Pastor Vacation  

8. 
 
 7:30 p.m. ð Praise 
         Team reh.  
 Pastor Vacation  

9. 
 
 Pastor Vacation  

10.  

11.  
 
 10 a.m. ð Morning Worship  
 11:30 a.m. ð Sunday School  
 11:30 a.m. ð His Proof reh.  
 6:00 p.m. ð Jr./Sr. BYF @ Berean 

12.  
 
 Columbus Day  
 7 p.m. ð Choir  
8:30 p.m. cantata  

 

13.  
 
9 a.m. ð Prayer  
    Group  
6:30 p.m. ð  
    Trustee Mtg.  
 7 p.m. ð 
    Deacon Mtg.  
 7 p.m. ð Assoc.  
    Deacon Mtg.  
 7 p.m. ð  
   W.O.W. 

14.  
 
 7 p.m. ð  
    Bible Study  
 7 p.m. ð Prayer  
    Gathering @  
    Gandyõs  

15.  
 
 Lamplighter  
 Items Due  
 7 p.m. ð Restructure  
               Mtg.  
 7:30 p.m. ð Praise 
         Team reh.  

16.  17 
Make today so 
beautiful it will be 
worth 
remembering . 

18.  
 
 10 a.m. ð Morning Worship  
 11:30 a.m. ð Sunday School  
 11:30 a.m. ð His Proof reh.  
 6:15 p.m. ð Praise Gathering @  
                   Berean 

19.  
 
 7 p.m. ð Choir  
8:30 p.m. cantata  

20.  
 
 9 a.m. ð Prayer 
    Group  
 7 p.m. ð C.E. Bd. 
    Mtg.  

21.  
 
 7 p.m. ð  
    Bible Study  
 7 p.m. ð Prayer  
    Gathering @  
    Gandyõs 

22.  
 
 7:30 p.m. ð Praise 
         Team reh.  

23.  24.  

25.  
 
 10 a.m. ð Morning Worship  
 11:30 a.m. ð Sunday School  
 11:30 a.m. ð His Proof reh.  
 6:15 p.m. ð Jr./Sr. BYF @ Berean 
 

26.  
 
 7 p.m. ð Choir  
8:30 p.m. cantata  

27.  
 
 9 a.m. ð  
 Lamplighter  
 Assembly  
  

28.  
 
 7 p.m. ð  
    Bible Study  

29.  
Nothing can happen 
to u s in this life 
without coming 
through God õs filter.  

30.  31.  

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Puzzle:
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Memory Verse: 
 

Love works no ill to his neighbor:   

 

therefore, love is the fulfilling of the 

law.  

Romans 13:10 
 

Jokes:  
Why did the spider go on the computer? 
To get on his website. 
 
Why are chefs so mean? 
Because they beat their eggs. 
 
Mr. Bigger had a son. Whoôs the bigger Bigger, Mr. 
Bigger or the son? 
The son, because heôs a little bigger, 

 
 
 
 
A beautiful psalm describes Godôs majesty and speaks 
of human dignity. Which of the following psalms 
describes people as having been crowned by God ñwith 
glory and honorò?  
 
A. Psalm 1  
B. Psalm 8  
C. Psalm 23  
D. Psalm

  
. 

 



 

 

 

David and Joyce Reed are bridge builders, working at the invitation of the Mexican Baptist 
Convention of Southern Baja.  The bridges they construct help the residents of Southern Baja go 
from doubt to faith, from despair to hope, from loneliness without meaningful emotional support to 

membership as part of a caring church family.  Since the Reeds began their south of the border 
ministry in 2000 by leading people to faith and starting new churches, six Baptist churches have 

grown to thirteen! 
 
David and Joyce build “bridges to eternity” (John 3:16) as they share the Good News of Jesus Christ 

in such ways as: 
¶ Encouraging, praying and being in fellowship with Mexican pastors striving to lead their 

churches in fulfilling God’s vision for his ever-expanding Kingdom. 
¶ Creating partnerships between the people of Mexican Baptist congregations and American 

Baptist congregations. 

¶ Discovering resources to assist poor, struggling churches to achieve their dreams. 
¶ Training new church leaders through the Theological School of La Paz 

¶ Co-pastoring an English speaking congregation in La Paz. 

 
A combination of many of these activities is clearly illustrated as Joyce relates the story of a cruise 
ship visit to their area:  “On March 18, 2006, thirty-five American Baptists cruised in Cabo San Lucas 

under the leadership of Jim and Sara Wiegner, former American Baptist missionaries to Costa Rica.  
Although on vacation, this group of faithful Christians had decided to view ministry in Mexico when 
their ship cruised into various ports.  We were able to connect them with El Buen Pastor (The Good 

Shepherd) Church, whose pastor, Marcos Rodas, shared the church’s dream for a new building.  This 
session took place in a rather temporary structure, but the group caught the vision and gave a 
spontaneous offering, resulting in a gift of $600 with more being sent in succeeding months. 

 “Within two years, the new congregation raised a little more than one-quarter of the needed 
funds for a place where this growing assembly of believers could meet.  In addition, a mission group 
from Mountview Baptist Church of Columbus, OH, came to help dig and pour the footings as well as 

put up concrete block.  The members of El Buen Pastor continued to tithe to the project and they 
themselves provided much of the construction labor.  Today, the new sanctuary is completed.  It will 

comfortably seat up to 300 people.  The church is averaging at least 250 each week, and is ready to 
plant a new church in a nearby neighborhood.” 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Have you ever felt the urge to pray for someone and then just put it on a list and said, 'I'll pray for them later'?  
Or has anyone ever called you and said, 'I need you to pray for me, I have this need?'  
 
Read the following story that was sent to me and may it change the way that you may think about prayer and also the way 
you pray.  You will be blessed by this....  
 
A missionary on furlough told this true story while visiting his home church in Michigan.  
 
'While serving at a small field hospital in Africa, every two weeks I traveled by bicycle through the jungle to a nearby city 
for supplies. This was a journey of two days and required camping overnight at the halfway point. On one of these 
journeys, I arrived in the city where I planned to collect money from a bank, purchase medicine, and supplies, and then 
begin my two-day journey back to the field hospital.  
 
Upon arrival in the city, I observed two men fighting, one of whom had been seriously injured. I treated him for his injuries 
and at the same time talked to him about the Lord.I then traveled two days, camping overnight, and arrived home without 
incident.  
 
Two weeks later I repeated my journey. Upon arriving in the city, I was approached by the young man I had treated. 
He told me that he had known I carried money and medicines. He said, 'Some friends and I followed you in to the jungle, 
knowing you would camp overnight. We planned to kill you and take your money and drugs. But just as we were about to 
move into your camp, we saw that you were surrounded by 26 armed guards.  
 
At this, I laughed and said that I was certainly all alone in that jungle campsite. The young man pressed the point, 
however, and said, 'No, sir, I was not the only person to see the guards, my friends also saw them, and we all counted 
them. It was because of those guards that we were afraid and left you alone' At this point in the sermon, one of the men in 
the congregation jumped to his feet and interrupted the missionary and asked if he could tell him the exact day this 
happened. The missionary told the congregation the date, and the man who interrupted told him this story:  
 
'On the night of your incident in Africa , it was morning here and I was preparing to go play golf. I was about to putt when I 
felt the urge to pray for you. In fact, the urging of the Lord was so strong, I called men in this church to meet with me here  
in the sanctuary to pray for you.  
 
Would all of those men who met with me on that day stand up?' The men who had met together to pray that day stood up.  
The missionary wasn't concerned with whom they were, he was too busy counting how many men he saw. There were 
26.    
 
This story is an incredible example of how the Spirit of the Lord moves in behalf of those who love Him.  
If you ever feel such prodding to pray, go along with it, you don't know what it can mean to that person. Nothing is ever 
hurt by prayer except the gates of hell. If we all take it to heart, we can turn this world toward God once again. As the 
above true story clearly illustrates, 'With God all things are possible'. More importantly, how God hears and answers the 
prayers of the faithful.  
 
Give God thanks for the beautiful gift of your faith, for the powerful gift of prayer, and for the many miracles He works in 
your own daily life. Who says God does not move on the earth today?  
 
           
 
 
If you have a view or opinion you would like to share on a topic that relates to the church today, you are welcome to send 
it to the editor at: nohowmom@comcast.net  or place it in the newsletter mail box.  
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