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When God begins to move in our lives for His purposes, things can look
pretty bleak. Just ask Mary! We read in Luke 1 how the angel Gabriel visits Mary

NOtiigmm and is told how she has favor with God. Then the angel goes on to tell her that God
PastOr's has a special purpose for her if she is willing. Mary says yes and is touched

(overshadowed) by the Holy Spirit. So begins the Christmas story.
Heart What comes next is often overlooked as the spotlight heads to a manger scene in
Bethlehem that is so romanticized today. Once Mary found herself pregnant she had
two options for her thinking to follow. The first one is the walk by faith, looking
forward to how the Lord is going to use her in His plans for sending the long-awaited
Messiah to Israel. The second is her present circumstances and the troubles of her
immediate future. She is a pregnant unmarried teen. Her fiancé could divorce her. Her neighbors and family
could reject her. Finances could disappear into poverty. Her life could become miserable.
Mary chose the first option for her thinking and walked by faith as we see her head out later to
El i zabet h’ s -rootmsty withcamotheawornah touehed by God. However, like the rest of us, |
believe Mary’s thinking strayed from time to tim
the enemy of our soul loves to tempt us with his liesand Marywasn” t i mmune t o temptat.i
through some of her days during the nine months of waiting.
OQur congregation was touched (overshadowed) by G
For Jesus weekend. We felt His presence with us through the planning and the chilly, rainy September weekend
event. We saw some hearts and lives touched and felt our own uplifted. Then the question came are we willing
to continue in God’s purposes for anogtedat®mrwelda® mmi n
responded with a yes. Now we too have two options for our thinking. We can walk ahead by faith and believe
that God is going to use us to bring many in our community to the Lord or we can focus on our present
circumstances and immediate troubles. A number of people and families in our congregation have left us over
the last six months. More people could decide to leave. Our neighbors and family could gossip about us and

say we’'re dying. Our f i n a onal &fscoutd becomadmisetablé. er i or at e
I plan on following Mary’s choice and wal k in
thinking will stray off that path into anxiousne

opened our congregation up to greater temptations and lies from our spiritual enemy. There will be days when |
struggle to stay on God’'s path over the next nin
be born on our property come September 17-19.

What choice will you make? Which option will define your path through the coming year? Will your
thinking take hold of the faith built up in you or the troubling circumstances surrounding us?

By faith | say Merry Christmas for unto us a Child is born and unto us a Savior is given who is Christ
our Lord!

Pastor Pete



FROM THE

All Lamplighter items are due no later than December, 15th

If you have any articles, poems, stories, photos, ads or articles for the Lamplighter issue please put
them in my mailbox in the little room off the choir loft, call me @ 455-2574, email me @
nohowmom@comcast.net , send them to me @ 77 Barretts Run Rd., Bridgeton, 08302 or hand them
to me after morning worship. Thank you!

M To all of those dedicated people who faithfully assemble our newsletter every month. We really
appreciate you and the time you give in service to the Lord.

: S\
foryour U7

Help!

Question: Are Christians going to be facing God on Judgment Day?

Answer: If a Christian has believed in Jesus and requested Him to be their Savior and followed Him in
obedience as their Lord, then when we appear before God on Judgment Day, Jesus will be their

advocate. He will announce that He is responsible for this person andtheperson doesnédét need
through judgment. Instead, that Christian will be presented before God for Him to announce the reward

their life has earned.

;&%}&% : Get ready for a Teen & Adult Retreat on January 22 & 23 at the Black Rock Retreat Center in

Quarryville, P A. Our theme for this retreat wildl be
X V Renewing Our First Loveo. Our retreat | eader v
RetTreaqa the Windsor Baptist Church near Exton, PA. Paul has led prayer summits and gatherings for

- o over a decade and will help us to reignite our passion for the Lord. Each room contains a queen-

sized bed and two twin beds. The cost for a room shared by either 3 or 4 people is $160 for two nights. This includes 5

meals starting with Saturday breakfast in their dining hall. If 2 people want a room there is an extra $20 fee. There is a

sign-up sheet for reservations on the bulletin board at the entrance to the Sanctuary or you can call the church office to

reserve a room. The retreat will begin its first session at 7:00 pm Friday night and end after breakfast on Sunday for those
coming back to Cohansey for worship. Otherwise, you are invited to attend the Mennonite church near the retreat center

and return there for lunch.

Markyourcalendar s f or a [@he@BsseGhristmasiP@sentBvero i musi c al precede
Beginnersd Christmas Tabl eall. Theproganrstrssyat 6:00 pm aArd wiDeec e mk
followed by a time of refreshments coordinated by our talented Hospitality Committee. Plan on inviting

those who enjoy childrenés Christmas programs to at

Christmas
Musical

Christmas caroling at Cumberland Manor and some of our shut-ins will be happening at 4:00 pm on
December 13"pr i or to the chi | dtheehuiisreapyrtolaare dyna:00. Thibeeeeht is a t
open to adults, families and teens and is coordinated by our BYF and its intrepid leaders Julie

Fleetwood, Barb Ostberg and Debbie Exter.

"Here we come a-caroling!"


mailto:nohowmom@comcast.net

FROM THE

Continued

Our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be held at 7:00 pm Thursday, December 24", Please
be in prayer now seeking the Lordodés | eading as t
moving service.

ltoés time to ki cdkanmfifn 6o uro rp |JaemsnesingR adélsdheduled for

the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm at the parsonage. If you are feeling called by the

Lord to help with the planning and oversight of this event along with representative from some

of our neighboring churches come on out to our next planning meeting on Tuesday December

22" Likewise, if you know of a church that would like to be involved in helping with the

planning, please let Chris Levick or Pastor Pete know so they can be contacted to send a representative or two to the
meetings. The dates for Jamminl® For Jesus 2010 are Septen

There is still a need for non-perishable foods for our Emmanuel Cancer Foundation food pantry. We
encourage our children to bring these goods forward at Children's Church time but any donations
will be accepted at any time. The pantry is located in the Parsonage kitchen.

The next WOW Meeting is December 8th at 7PM in the fellowship Hall. Ann Budde will speak to us
about the soup kitchen at St. Teresa's.

The choirisrehearsingf or t he Chri stmas cantat a, AGlI ori ou
Ch * = the songs and carols of Keith and Kristen Getty, Michael W. Smith, Stuart Townsend and
0 ll” <~ Babbie Mason. You are invited to come out on Saturday December 19" at 7 PM and Sunday,
NOZ- S December 20th at 10AM to hear and join us in worship as we share the beautiful music of
Af . //Q Christmas.
9/ i God arrived on earth as a vulnerable baby w
powerful, wrapped Himself in perishable skin. He who was before all time, had a birthday. He
who fills the universe, became an embryoé Our i maginati ons
di vine choice. As theories become a realized promise and ¢
God who becomes part of His creation that He might save it. God incarnate - - transforming creatures unto children of
God: 6The Word became f |lKeithitetp nd dwelt among us. 60

The choir will also be sharing this cantata with the inmates at the Federal Prison in Fairton on December 29". Pray for us
as we bring Godds message to these men.

There will be a meeting of the Pastoral Relations Committee on Sunday, December 13" at 12:30 PM.

Th and
@Gr%atest At 6: 00 PM that evening the musi cwlllbe prefemtédend Bokosed byC h r i

5\ Gift  abirthday party for Jesus.
"‘(%:\5')‘5’\



The Deacons and the Pastor have reactivated our Care Group Ministry. Below is a list of our

Care Group Ministry Team and the families they
anyoneds | ist and would Iike to be contacted by ;
pl ease call Jodi at the church office and you w

CARE GROUPS will be in contact with each of their families at least once a month according to the giftings the
Lord has given each leader such as through a card ministry, telephone calls, face to face
meetings or visits or hospitality events. Please keep our ministry team in your prayers as they serve in this fellowship

nurturing work.

Helen Perry
Mary Stretch

John & Jana Carman
Frances Newkirk

Helen & Marvin Rammel
Doris & Bud Newkirk
Darlene LaFleur

Barry & Diane Crispin
Bonnie Wood

Ida Smith

Ann & Bill Felmy

Mary Hemple

Nola Willis

Bill & Karole King

Pam & Rich Perticari & family
Evered & Gloria Levick

Erin & Dave Seay & family
Karen & Rich Elwell & family
Todd and Sherian Cecchini
Steve Frantz

Janna & Zachary Tuthill

Sara & Jamie Foster & family
Lil & Dan Evans

Don Sloan

Bob & Donna Riggins
Rob Riggins & family
Peggy Bitters

Evelyn Armstrong & Dennis Bitters
Dan and Susan Bitters
Jen & Roy Beal

R. C. & Pauline Holt
Matt & Andrea Lucas
Vera Mayhew

Don Brammer

Dee Johnson

Julie & Ed Fleetwood & family
Sherri & Brian Girock & family
Cliff & Betty Jones

Dottie & CIiff Jones

Stacey & Andy Smick & family
Garry & Penny Timberman
Sandy & Scott Bonham & family
Jean Clark

Lara Marino & family

Bill & Brenda Williams & Family

Emily Mayhew
Marilyn & Bucky Tharp

Wendy Tharp

Don & Trish Hitchner & family
Dennis & Margo Hitchner & family
Donna & Frank Hitchner

Randy Marks

Charlene Etherton

Cindy & Walt Mihalecz

Kay & John Weber & family
Bethany & Dave Harris

Aaron Silver

Harry Lodge

Evered & Harriet Levick
Art & Ruth Levick
Martha Gandy

Louvisa Bosshart

Ed Smith & Gail Owens
Jeanne Gressman

Jim & Ruth Ewing

Karl & Lenore Renne

June Marks

Ed & Sharon Guth & family
Cindy & Leon Fithian

Shelly & Hoss Simkins
Donna & Frank Stanfa

Lee & Dottie Hitchner

Becky Maltese & family

Ellen Davis

Lucretia & Ken Olbrich & family
Julie & Jeff Stouffer & Marilyn
Linda & Ken Hill

Pastor Pete

Jere & Nancy Baker & family
Mark & Sue Willis & family
Irv & Nicole Gandy & family
Don & Linda Dickerson

Chris & Andrea Levick & family
Ken & Val Perry & family

Ty & Rhonda Shafer & family
Jeannette Merritt

Evelyn Davis

Care Group Team



¥ Pieces

Nov. 4", 2009

Dear family and friends:

| wanted to provide you with this update about
the mission trips that | will be taking this year. Yes, you
read that correctlyd trips. The trip to Haiti is on! When
we are in Haiti, we will be caring for children at a small
orphanage and doing some work on a building project on
t he orphanage grounds. I 6 m
such a need knowing that the work that will get done will
glorify God and make a difference in the lives of the
people who we meet. It will be a challenge, as Haiti is
the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere.
However, no challenge is too big for our God! Thank
you for your prayers and donations already; please keep
both up. | am close to being fully funded for our trip to
Exuma, but still am looking for funds for Haiti. Please
give prayerfully; even the smallest donation makes a
world of difference. Remember, if you are able to
donate, to make the check out to Mire Ministries and put
my name on the memo line and mail it to:

Richard Stockton College
Susan Perry #3354
PO Box 195
Pomona, NJ 08240

Thank you for all of your love and support!
Living to serve Jesus,
Susan Perry =]
| know that the LORD secures justice for the poor
and upholds the cause of the needy.d Psalm 140:12
Twas the Month Before Christmas

Twas the month before Christmas
When all through our land,
Not a Christian was praying
Nor taking a stand.
See the PC Police had taken away
The reason for Christmas -- no one could say.

The children were told by their schools not to sing,
About shepherds and wise men and angels and things.

It might hurt people's feelings, the teachers would say --
December 25th is just a "holiday."

Yet the shoppers were ready with cash, checks and
credit,

Pushing folks down to the floor just to get it!

CDs from Madonna, an X Box, and I-Pod,
Something was changing, something quite odd!
Retailers promoted Ramadan and Kwanza

In hopes to sell books by Franken & Fonda.

As Targets were hanging their trees upside down

At Lowe's the word "Christmas" was nowhere to be
found.

At K-Mart and Staples and Penney's and Sears,

You won't hear the word "Christmas" -- it won't touch
your ears.

Inclusive, sensitive, di-ver-si-ty

e Arecwordsetitht were usep do intinoidata mep | a ¢ e
Now Daschle, now Darden, now Sharpton, Wolf Blitzen,
On Boxer, on Rather, on Kerry, on Clinton!

At the top of the Senate there arose such a clatter

To eliminate Jesus in all public matter.

And we spoke not a word, as they took away our faith,
Forbidden to speak of salvation and grace.

The true Gift of Christmas was exchanged and
discarded,

The Reason for the Season, stopped before it started.
So as you celebrate "winter break" under your "dream
tree,"

Sipping your Starbucks, listen to me.

Choose your words carefully, choose what you say,
Shout MERRY CHRISTMAS ... not Happy Holiday!

-- Anonymous Author
(this was sent to me by my friend Phoebe in Rhode Island)

A Sure and Bright Faith

Bonhoeffer was in prison because he opposed Adolph
Hitlerdéds demonic actions.
soon be executed. It was a time of loneliness and
dreadful anticipation. While writing a letter to an old
friend during Advent, Bonhoeffer remembered this hymn
Verse:

The manger glows bright and clear,
The very night gives out a light,
Darkness must not here appear,

But faith remain both sure and bright.

The brave Bonhoeffer knew that no matter how dark and
chall engi ng a Qdnces may beawe Gas
celebrate joyously because the Lord has come. As he

was | ed away to be hanged,
endd f or me the beginning o

wi t h
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Happy Birthday to all from
your Church Family!

December
Birthdays

Linda Dickinson

R.C. Holt

Steve Levick
Ken Perry

April Sloan

Dorothy Turner

Kelsey Bayzick

Jean Gressman

Joshua LaTourette
Mary Hemple

Kim Patchell
Matthew Hill
Thomas Sloan
Donald Sloan, Jr
Stefani Tobin
Mary Stretch
William Lister
Alice Moore

Jesus Christ
Dan Evans

Diane Crispin

Robert Mayhew

Carol Shimp
Connor Bonham
Harry Lodge
Emily S. Ayars
Stacy Ichinaga

DO WE HAVE YOUR BIRTHDAY?

DO WE HAVE YOUR CORREST NAME?
If not please call the church office or email Nola Willis

at nohowmom@comcast.net

The Many Different Seasons

There are many different seasons
In life that we go through

Ti mes of Godbds bl essing
And times of hardship too

No matter what the season
We find that we are in
God is there to lead us on
And give us hope within

And when the seasons of hardships
Have come into our lives
We can be encouraged by God
For our hope is placed in Christ

Forwe knowitbs only temporar
And will change as seasons do
Though it feels like an eternity

And we wonder i f wedll

But Godés rivers of n
Flow down from heaven above

To bring to us refreshment
And to touch us with His love

So thank the Lord for the seasons
As different as they are
And for the growth that comes from it
Bringing change within our hearts.

© By M.S.Lowndes

Through Christ we understand God as far as our human

nature could bear and our human vision endure. Looking

at him, we do see God. Through him we understand God

as far as the finite can understand the infinite. He is the

one Word that makes God intel
d Anonymous


mailto:nohowmom@comcast.net

God Hears and Answers Prayers

Please keep Amy Silver in prayer as she recovers from
having kidney stones blasted.

Please keep Mary Coats in prayer. She has finished
rehab and awaits further surgery.

Prayers of praise that Pete Stanfa is now home
recovering from quintuple bypass surgery. Continue to
pray for his recovery.

Keep Betty Jones in prayer as she recovers from
surgery.

Keep Shirley Willis in prayer as she recovers from knee
surgery.

Pray for Frank Stanfa as he recovers from back
surgery.

Pray for Rev. Nate and Rochelle Carson as they grieve
the death of their son, Elijah, from SIDS.

Pray for Rev. Diane Arthur, pastor of John Wesley
Memorial UMC, who is recovering from cancer surgery.

Pray for Linda Hill as she talks with specialists about
the most optimal way to handle her hernia in light of her
other issues.

Please pray for Andrea Carver and her baby boy who
was born prematurely.

We all need to prayerfully consider ways in which we
can follow Godébés | eading i
our Church.

Shut Ins
Janet Bonaldo Jeanne Gressman Ashley Guntow

Retirement Homes
Dorothy Elwell

Donald Brammer

n

Nursing Homes
Evelyn Davis
Anna Dickerson J

Battling Cancer
J

Barry Crispin
Amber Holly

Jose™ Nieto

Louise Orsini
Giavana Krumaker
Marion Nickopolous

Serious Condition
Pastor Jim Berger

College Students
Kyle Bayzick
Brian Crispin
Alyssa Cruzan
Dale Cruzan llI
Samantha Tobin
Kristen Eisenhardt
Ashliegh Elwell

Service

Ryan Fithian
Andy Guth
Nathan Long
Kyle Mihalecz
Jeffrey Shimp

Lura Elwell

eanette Merritt

onathan Lopez
Jeff Mortimer
Bruce Platt
Mike Scavelli
Iva Utley

Martha Gandy

Lindsay Fithian
Gina Kalfit
David Johnson
Ric Maltese
Travis Turner
Susan Perry

Nicky Mihalecz
Brain Schrier
Jacob Schrier
Doug Shimp

Alice Moore
Louvisa Bosshart

Jerry Oswald
Ed Peterson
Emily Horton
Tom Kalfit
Paul Wagner
Stephanie Ortiz

Ashley Shafer
Jeremy Shafer
Jessica Shimp
Sean Pedrick
Zack Tuthill
Josh Weber

Russ Shinn

Shauna Sloan
Andrew Tobin
Orrin Williams

Mike Dunkelberger

*** Eor any Prayer chain calls please contact John and
Jana Carman at 339-9422. Thank you.

In your mercy, Lord, grant us tranquility and Christmas
joy as we approach your throne of grace.

Openust o0 yo

ur | ovi

ng

Spirit,

with certainty that we have been spiritually uplifted.

As we celebrate Christmas joy, let us look past the glitter
and materi al gifts to the
in the person of Jesus Christ. Hallelujah!

May we be in tune with your Holy Spirit, Lord, as we
continue to celebrate Christmas in our hearts all year
long.

o Regr grgitolr, g/ehtri]aﬂk ou |[Pr ygur %)rilsﬁar[t Iovte. A—I?Ip
our thoughts, words and deeds be pleasing to you as the
future unfolds.



Earth, peace, good will toward men.

~Luke 2:14
Jokes:
What 6s white and goes up?
A confused snowflake!
What do you call an old showman?
Water!
What do you sing at a snowm

Freeze a jolly good fellow!

What kind of candle burns longer, a red candle or a
green candle?
Neither, candles always burn shorter!

PECIAL .
ISITORS &
]

Marthew X rells of visitors
whe traveled eo worship
Jesus, Read thag story, or
s 1 vouu can answer the
questions below from
memory, Lse the COMpiLss
_|:|_|:idr o Al in the correct

ANSWErS,
e -
f"' Tmm———T
1. Wha was king during e bme of Jesus” bedh? |ESE)
2 Who came from the East b worship the one born king of the Jews? ]
3. How wars King Herod feeling about Jesus” birth? (HE}
4. \Which prophet did the chiaf priests and eachers of the law quote when King Herad
askad where tha Christ would be bom? [SWh
5. In what cify would Christ be boen® {SE)
B. King Harmd bed 1o the wise méan and 1oid them 1o search and répon back 50 e, oo,
could 83 what ta Christ? [
T.What did the Magi e in the eas! and Tollow to find Jesus? 1]
B. When the siar stopped, how did the Magi feel? 3]
0. Who else did the Magi ses with Jesus? His (N}
10. What did the Magi do first bafore they warshiped the child? i
11. Kame the three ewsures the Magi broeght Tor Jesus. |55
{HRYW) WEW)
12. Thess three freasures were all broughl for Jesuss as {NNE)
13. What wamed the Magi not i rebem 1o Herod? A [EME)
14. The Magi had 1o return 1o their country by anather IS5E)
A TeT T I R TSN TURES B I el B PRI RETERE AR T R
UM M) )] ‘.i.u'H IMI00T '|:-'|.'irs:£j.:n|| R L ‘-.|1|.|\.'.|r|.\l. 0
AR (g el Cpeganasip g T 7 Cpoaap] t csamsuy
Bible Quiz

Only one of the four gospels has the story of King Herod
being fearful when he learned from the wise men that a
special baby had been born. The wise men asked,
AWhere is the child who hi

a nFoswe bbiservedhhis star at psaising, el have come to

pay him homage. 0 Shocked .
guery, Herod pretended to want to pay his respects to
the newborn himself. He asked the wise men to return
and tell him where the child was. Then he ordered his
soldiers to kill every male child age 2 and under. That
ancient holocaust is often called the Slaughter of the
Innocents, or the Massacre of the Infants.

Which gospel contains the shocking story?
A. Matthew

B. Mark

C. Luke

D. John



Community Health Evangelism (CHE) is a tool to
catalyze community involvement in equipping men and
women to make choices enabling them to live in health

and harmony. This is done primarily through evangelism

by planting the Word of Bod in the soil of the culture of
the community. When that happens, people can make
behavioral <choices based
rather than on fear, superstition and fatalism. Theses
fallacies permeate the animistic world view in places like
Haiti where my husband, Wayne, and | served for

fourteen years and in Congo
since 2004.
I grew up in Congo during

the value of what my missionary parentsé Dan and
Miriam Fountaind were doing. They were pioneer in an
integrated approach to health, involving people, the
Word of God and especially the church, in health action.
State-of-the-art medical technology, combined with all
the money in the world, cannot bring health to a
community.

Only people can do that, and CHE helps those people to

mobilize.

CHE team members lead communities toward health-
related activities like road cleanup near water sources
and youth discussion meetings on HIV. These are
combined withth e wi t ness of how
practical, applicable and bears the fruit of new life! By
Katherine Fountain Niles

Two International Ministries volunteer nurses, Josh and
Michelle, working in La Romana, the Dominican
Republic heard about a man in the El Salado batey
(sugarcane work camp) who suffered from the results of
a stroke and needed a visit. So Josh, Michelle and |
traveled with Andy (a translator) to El Salado. Upon our
arrival, | saw a church deacon and asked him about a
man whowasverysick. He sai d, f@AYou
Mer |l i eu, 0 and pointed me

Merlieu lived in a corrugated metal shack no bigger than
the space of a king-sized bed. There were no windows
and the door was closed tightly in the sweltering August
heat. As | approached his door, a young man told me
that Merlieu had screamed throughout the night for
water. Without a family member nearby, Merlieu was

dependent on the kindness of others to survive. But,
because of the fear of darkness in that culture, no one
was willing to travel across the batey to get drinkable
water.

As a result of the stroke, Merlieu was incontinent. His
bed, a twin box spring, was soiled with feces and urine.
On the floor was a pile of cooked rice with maggots and
flies throughout. The ceiling and walls crawled with
spiders and cockroaches. | sent the young man for
water and told Merlieu we would be back with supplies
for a bath, a new bed and clean sheets, some food and
new clothes.

Upon returning to the batey, many people began

following my truck with the supplies asking if | had
something for everyone. Wh e n
Merlieu, o they | aughed and mo
man shoul dnét get these thing
ignored the snide comments.

he truths in Godés Word

Eventually, some onlookers wandered off, but a few

stayed and began to help. When we were done and

Merlieu was in a clean home on a clean bed, the young

whan eWhw® olvaed md hitj ts& e rleigm t he wa

stop to help?o0 My reply was,
then said , NnSee, thatés what | do

h ehave degmwalkingbyMegieu fpgso long@ Kajtiang

Dominicans and Americansd some may have prayed

but no one stopped to hel p.
answered, il guess because Go
othersdon 6 t . That 6s what | do. o

| believe that this is why | was sent to the Dominican

Republicd to be the one to stop for the forgotten and

fii nvi si bl ed people that are a
the man died two weeks later, the village sent someone

to the hospital to tell me because theys ai d, A We kn
you would care. o

There are people all around us who need us to stop and

4 o @ffer g/hapdga kindsword or even a mop and bucket! We

need to stop and value every
why IM sends missionaries around the worldd not

because we have such indispensable skills (although

many are VERY talented!) but because we stop to care

for those that others have forgotten or devalued. Thank

you for sending me to be one of those who stops. By

Kristy Engel

me an

the right direction.



Campbell 6s Product La
Education

Some of our newer readers will not be aware that
through the collection of
school has required three vans since 1995: a 15
passenger van first, then two 7 passenger minivans, the
most recent of which was acquired in May of 2003 with
1,100,000 | abels. With fsc¢
labels now required for a van is 1,600,000, At last report,
we had accumulated 808,210 labels.

We want to assure our readers that we are still asking

for labels from as many collectors as possible. Church
womends groups are our bec
to receive them from any source. The list of eligible
products expands from time to time. Of special note is
the addition of paper products such as Kleenex and a
host of others. While we can supply you with a paper
copy of the lists of prodi
Boxtops for Education collection projects, a faster and
more up-to-date method involves accessing the internet.

Thel i nks are as foll ows, b ¢
website:

www.hopimissionschool.org

Labels

Labels for Education/all Eligible Products
Boxtops for Education/Participating Products

These lists can be printed off and shared among
members of collecting groups.

Even though it has been over two years since the

coll ection items from Camji
we are still occasionally receiving batches of the fronts of
| abel s with Campbell ds nart
Anot her common fAerrorodo is
but not the adjacent icon. As we have reported in past
newsletters, we can no longer use the front part of the
label, but rather must have both the UPC symbol and the
icon printed next to it.

Katie's Kidz

Katie Greene of Weddington, North
Carolina, has a heart of love. At age

6, she thought about what sort of
Christmas the patients in the

Chil drends Ho s ptoccuaréd towatia thad, h
with help, she could provide a toy for each child. In 2006,

she collected $167 toward h
time of my I|life.o
The next year, she began a

We b

and donations totaled $2,600. Katie and her parents
shopped for art supplies, board games, playing cards,
gift cards and even iPod Shuffles. On Christmas Day,
they took 600 toys to the hospital.

Katie put on a Santa hat and helped hospital workers
deliver toys in reeddwagagms .ngh
two hospitals, o0 Katie

AAn Ode to Christmas Lig

Bursting through December nights

That could be long and cold,

Our Christmas lights bring warmth and joy
With colors soft or bold.

Cascading from the rooftops,

And from trees both small and tall,
The lights cry
We want to shout to all.

out , i We have

iYoubve seen the darkness ear

The sorrow, war and fear;

But God has sent his Son for all,

To show his Love is here.

iThe darkness caghbht put out C

Christds with us day by day,

Illuminating paths so we

Can follow in his way. o

Light homes and streets and candles.

Make your world shine clear and bright.

Godbés | ove surrounds and bl es

Come, celebrate Godds Light!

—Peggy Ferrell

e. I

efforts, calling it Athe bec:c
site called Katiebs Kidz,


http://www.hopimissionschool.org/
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GView Erom the Bur

Each December, | vowed to make Christmas a calm and peaceful experience. | had cut back on nonessential obligations,
extensive card writing, endless baking, decorating, and even overspending. Yet still, | found myself exhausted, unable to
appreciate the precious family moments, and of course, the true meaning of Christmas.

(I found this little story online and | wanted to share it with all of you.)

My son, Nicholas, was in kindergarten that year. It was an exciting season for a six-year-old. For weeks, he'd been
memorizing songs for his school's "Winter Pageant."”

| didn't have the heart to tell him I'd be working the night of the production. Unwilling to miss his shining moment, | spoke
with his teacher. She assured me there'd be a dress rehearsal the morning of the presentation. All parents unable to
attend that evening were welcome to come then. Fortunately, Nicholas seemed happy with the compromise.

So, the morning of the dress rehearsal, | filed in ten minutes early, found a spot on the cafeteria floor and sat
down. Around the room, | saw several other parents quietly scampering to their seats.

As | waited, the students were led into the room. Each class, accompanied by their teacher, sat cross-legged on the floor.
Then, each group, one by one, rose to perform their song.

Because the public school system had long stopped referring to the holiday as Christmas, | didn't expect anything other
than fun, commercial entertainment - songs of reindeer, Santa Claus, snowflakes and good cheer. When my son's class
rose to sing, "Christmas Love," | was slightly taken aback by its bold title.

Nicholas was aglow, as were all of his classmates, adorned in their best for the show. The children in the front row center
stage held up signs with large letters, to spell out the title of the song.

As the class would sing "C is for Christmas," a child would hold up the letter C. Then, "H is for Happy," and on and on,
until each child holding up his portion had presented the complete message, "Christmas Love."

The performance was going smoothly, until suddenly, we noticed her; a small, quiet, girl in the front row holding the letter
"M" upside down! She was totally unaware her letter "M" appeared as a "W."

The audience of 1st through 6th graders snickered at this little one's mistake. But she had no idea they were laughing at
her, so she stood tall, proudly holding her "W."

Although many teachers tried to shush the children, the laughter continued until the last letter was raised, and we all saw
it together. A hush came over the audience and eyes began to widen. In that instant, we understood the reason we were
there, and why we celebrated the holiday in the first place. Why even in the chaos, there was a purpose for our festivities.

When the last letter was held high, the message read loud and clear:
"CHRISTWASLOVE"

And, | believe, He still is.
Amazed in His presence,
Humbled by His love.

May each of you have a Merry Christmas as you reflect on His Amazing Love for us.
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December 2009 Church Meetings, Activities & Events
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1. 2. 3. 4. 5.
We have prepared our homes and
church for Christmas, Lord. Now 9 a.m. & Prayer 7pm. 8 7:30 p.m. Praise
help us prepare our hearts. Group Bible Study Team reh.
7 p.m. 8 Music
Com. Mtg.
6. Communion Sunday 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12.
2™ Sunday of Advent
7 p.m. & Choir 9a.m. & Prayer 7pm. o 7:30 p.m. O Praise 1p.m.
10 a.m. & Morning Worship Group Bible Study Team reh. Cantata Rehearsal
11:30 a.m. & Sunday School 6:30 p.m. &
12:30 p.m. & His Proof reh. Trustee Mtg.
5 p.m. & Christmas Musical 7pm. &
reh. Deacon Mtg.
6 p.m. 8Jr./Sr. BYF @ 7 p.m. 0 Assoc.
Cohansey Deacon Mtg.
Decorate the Church 7pm. &
W.0.W.
13. 3 ™ Sunday of Advent 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19.
10 a.m. & Morning Worship 7 p.m. 0 Choir Lamplighter 7p.m. 0 7:30 p.m. 0 Praise 10a.m
11:30 a.m. & Sunday School Items Due Bible Study Team reh. Cantata Rehearsal
12:30 p.m. 0 Pastoral 9 a.m. 0 Prayer 7p.m. 0
Relations Group Christmas
4 p.m. & Christmas Caroling 7 p.m. 6 C.E. Bd. Cantat a
6 p.m. 0 Christmas Mu sical Mtg.
20. 4 ™ Sunday of Advent 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 26.
10 a.m. & Morning Worship 7 p.m. - Choir 9a.m. & Prayer 7pm. & 7 p.m. 0 Christmas Christmas Day
Christmas Cantata Group Bible Study Eve Candlelight
11:30 a.m. & Sunday School 7pm. 68J ammi Service
12:30 p.m. & His Proof reh. For Jesus Mtg.
27. 28. 29. 31. Reflect on what you
have done in the past
10 a.m. & Morning Worship 7 p.m. - Choir 9 a.m. 8 Prayer 7:30 p.m. 9 Praise and choose how you
11:30 a.m. & Sunday School Group Team reh. will act in the future.
12:30 p.m. & His Proof reh. 9am. & I'tds never
6 p.m. 8Jr./Sr. BYF Lamplighter begin or too soon to
Assembly start.
5:30 p.m. Choir







