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 Love.  It’s what so many songs are written about.  It’s what so many 
people are seeking in our world.  It’s what propelled Jesus to come to earth 
and go to the cross.  Is this all about the same thing?  Since there are 
different kinds of love are each of these about the same kind of love? 
 Yes and no.  The desire and seeking is all about the wonderful 
unconditional love that Jesus expressed.  Unfortunately, so many in our 
world settle for so much less.  The love songs often focus on just having 
someone to get through the night.  The seekers are satisfied with some 
romance that feels good for a while even when they see the other person 
using them for self-gain. 

 We Christians are called to share about the love of Jesus with the seekers of this world.  We’re 
to help them understand that He died for each of them and wants to live with them forever.  We can 
do this through service, which is good.  We can do this through words, which is also good.  We can 
do this through service and words, which is better yet. Or we can follow the best way—fulfilling the 
Great Commission. 
 Jesus told us to go and live among the people that haven’t heard about Him yet who are 
seeking love.  Obviously, this can mean that some people need to leave our community and go to 
where these people live.  It also can mean that we need to live among those that Jesus has brought 
to our community.  And it can mean that we need to live among the ones that were born and raised in 
our community but haven’t heard of Jesus and His love. 
 But how are we to live among one of these groups of people.  That’s where Jesus’ example, 
teaching and the power of the Holy Spirit come in.  Too often we live by our own thinking and in our 
own power.  Doing this we can block people from being introduced to Jesus for all they see and hear 
are the thoughts and actions of self-centered people.   

Instead we need to choose daily to live according to Jesus’ way with His power.  We need to 
be more concerned about how the people who need Jesus are living than about how we’re living.  We 
need to be more concerned about the pain in their lives than the pain we might experience if we 
spend time, energy and resources on them.  We need to be more concerned about being motivated 
and empowered by Jesus’ love and Spirit than about what is in it for us or what it might cost us. 

Only then will the people seeking love pay attention to what we have to say about Jesus.  Only 
then will the people hoping there is a God who cares for them believe we have an answer.  Only then 
will we be obedient to the command of the Great Commission.   

Jesus isn’t looking for people who have the right things to say.  Nor is He looking for people 
with extra time or evangelistic fervor.  He’s looking for people that have their heart right with Him and 
are available to give a piece of that heart away to someone else. 

 
Pastor Pete 

 
 
 
 
 
 



NEWS     
 
 

 

 

All Lamplighter items are due no later than June, 15th  

If you have any articles, poems, stories, photos, ads or articles for the Lamplighter issue please put 
them in my mailbox in the little room off the choir loft, call me @ 455-2574, email me @ 
nohowmom@comcast.net , send them to me @ 77 Barretts Run Rd., Bridgeton, 08302 or hand them 
to me after morning worship.  Thank you! 

 

 

 
To all of those dedicated people who faithfully assemble our newsletter every month. We really 
appreciate you and the time you give in service to the Lord. 

 

 

 

 
 
Question:  Were there any women prophets in the Old Testament since all the books of the 
prophets are written by men? 
 
Answer:  Yes.  Hulda was a prophet at the same time as Isaiah during the reign of King Josiah of 
Judah.  When the priests were cleansing the temple at the king’s command from the idol worship 
and disrepair, they found the first five books of the Bible.  When the king heard it read to him, he 

was grieved at how far away from God that the people had fallen and sent court officers to Hulda to have her inquire of 
the Lord what they should do.  Hulda heard from the Lord and declared His response for the king. 
 
 

Several church leaders and the pastor met to talk about how to bring change to our church 
board and committee structure so that people will be freed up to do more ministry and spend 
less time at meetings.  We also realized that we’re having a difficult time finding enough 
people to serve in all the positions on our various committees and boards as required by the 
church constitution.  So we talked about some ideas to streamline our structure and help 
people to use their time and spiritual gifts for more ministry.  We would like to have the input of 
ideas from others in the congregation as we begin this conversation.  With that in mind, we will 

be having our next discussion meeting at 7:00 pm on Tuesday June 16
th
 in the Fellowship Hall.  Anyone interested in 

sharing thoughts and ideas on the topic of restructuring our church is asked to come. 

 
Mark your calendars for a great getaway to Australia!  We’ll head there for a trip on the 
Outback Express from August 17

th
-21

st
 at our Vacation Bible School week.  The Shiloh 

Seventh Day Baptist church will join with us to have an adventure that helps us learn more 
about God and His ways while we enjoy some of the culture and items from Australia.  The 
trip will take place each evening of that week from 6:00-8:00 pm with a picnic supper on 
Friday the 21

st
 for children and their parents that starts at 5:00 pm.  Start now to invite 

friends between the ages of 4 and just finishing 6
th
 grade to join you for all the fun, 

excitement and learning! 
 Andrea Levick is our VBS director this year.  A number of people have talked with her about volunteering in the 
various areas.  If you would like to help out see her.  As we get closer to the VBS week, we’ll let you know if there are 
snack and craft donations that we’ll need.  In the meantime if you enjoy helping out with painting some of the decorations, 
check with Andrea about joining in the group working on transforming the Fellowship Hall into a train station! 
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Youth Sunday is scheduled for June 14

th
.  Many of our youth will be participating in the service 

and we’ll be honoring this year’s graduates. There will be a potluck brunch following the worship 
service during the Sunday School hour to celebrate the good work of God in our Sunday School 
throughout the past year.  All are invited to join us with each family asked to bring a dish to share. 
  

 
 
Cumberland Regional’s Baccalaureate Service will be held on Sunday June 21

st
 at 4:00 pm at 

the PAC in Cumberland Regional HS.  This service is sponsored by the Bridgeton Christian 
Ministers’ Association and it’s for all this year’s graduating seniors and their families.  Please 
keep all our graduates in your prayers as they transition to the next stage of their lives. 
 
 

 
Come out and join us for an evening of prayer at Irv and Jennifer Gandy’s on June 4

th
 at 7 PM. It is an 

opportunity to join in corporate prayer and praise. It is a time to bring your petitions for family and friends 
before the throne of grace and to thank God for all He has done for you and others.   

 
  

Your beautiful contribution to our worship services is greatly appreciated. Your dedication to 
sharing God’s love through the anthems and the cantatas touches the hearts of many. Thank you 
for your willingness to take the Christmas and Easter cantatas to the prison and to Riverview 
Estates. May God continue to bless you as you sing for Him! 
 

 
The family of Robert L. Etherton, Sr. would like to thank the Prayer Warriors, the Cohansey Prayer 
Group and all those people in the church for cards, prayers and calls of support to Bob during his 8 
month battle with brain cancer. 
I would like to thank everyone for their prayers and cards to me and my family. And a special thank 
you to those fixed food and helped with the luncheon after the funeral. 

   Charlene Etherton, Trudy and Bob Layton and Family, Tina and Rob Etherton and family and Susie Etherton 
 
Words of ―thank you‖ seem so insufficient in trying to express the outpouring of support our church family has shown 
throughout Barry’s journey with leukemia. We truly are grateful and hope that someday, when this is all behind us, we can 
be of help to someone else in need. Once again, thank you so very much – continue the prayers for his healing. God is 
good!   
 Barry and Diane Crispin 
 
The sign-up sheet for Summer Special Music is posted in the foyer at the back of the church. If you 
feel led to participate or you have someone you know that would like to share with us, please sign–up 
or you can call the church office and Jodi will assist you in finding an open Sunday. 
 

Keep your calendar open for September 25
th
 thru the 27

th
! We will be having a weekend of love, 

inspiration and encouragement for everyone. Jammin’ for Jesus is a way to reach out to those in our 
community who may not know our Lord and Savior or to remind others who He is and how He can 
make life so much better. Come out and share with us the music, speakers and fellowship. You can 
even camp out in the field for the weekend, so load up the camper and join us. 
Vacation close to home and meet God! 

 

 



 

 

   
Shirley & Marcy 

 

A mom was concerned about her kindergarten son walking to 

school. He didn't want his mother to walk with him. She wanted to give 

him the feeling that he had some independence but yet know that he was 

safe. So she had an idea of how to handle it. She asked a neighbor if she 

would please follow him to school in the mornings, staying at a distance, 

so he probably wouldn't notice her. 

             She said that since she was up early with her toddler anyway, it would be a good way for them to get some 

exercise as well, so she agreed. 

             The next school day, the neighbor and her little girl set out following behind Timmy as he walked to school with 

another neighbor girl he knew. She did this for the whole week. 

             As the two walked and chatted, kicking stones and twigs, Timmy's little friend noticed the same lady was following 

them as she seemed to do every day all week. Finally she said to Timmy, 'Have you noticed that lady following us to 

school all week? 

 

Do you know her?' 

Timmy nonchalantly replied, 'Yeah, I know who she is.' 

The little girl said, 'Well, who is she?' 

'That's just Shirley Goodnest,' Timmy replied, 'and her daughter Marcy.' 

'Shirley Goodnest? Who the heck is she and why is she following us? ' 

'Well,' Timmy explained, 'every night my Mom makes me say the 23rd Psalm with my prayers, 'cuz she worries about me 

so much. 

And in the Psalm, it says, 'Shirley Goodnest and Marcy shall follow me all the days of my life', so I guess I'll just have to 

get used to it!' 

   

  

  Forget It!           Cell Phone vs. Bible                                                                                    

 

If you see a tall fellow ahead of a crowd,       
A leader of men, marching fearless and proud,     
And you know of a tale whose mere telling aloud     
Would cause his proud head in anguish to be bowed,    
It’s a pretty good plan to forget it . 
          
If you know of a skeleton hidden away      
In the dark, and whose showing, whose sudden display    
Would cause grief and sorrow and pain and dismay, 
It’s pretty good plan to forget it. 
 
If you know of a tale that will darken the joy 
Of a manor a woman, a girl or a boy, 
That will wipe out a smile or the least bit annoy 
A fellow, or cause any gladness to cloy, 
It’s a pretty good plan to forget it. 
 
Submitted by Peggy Bitters 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ever wonder what would happen if we treated our 
Bible like we treat our cell phone? 
What if we carried it around in our purse or pocket? 
What if we flipped through several times a day? 
What if we turned back to go get it if we forgot it? 
What if we used it to receive messages from the 
text? 
What if we treated it like we couldn’t live without it? 
What if we gave it to kids as a gift? 
What if we used it when we traveled? 
What if we used it in case of emergency? 
This is something to make you go ….hmm….where 
is my Bible? 
Oh, and one more thing, unlike our cell phone, we 
don’t have to worry about our Bible being 
disconnected because Jesus already paid the bill. 
And no dropped calls! 
Makes you stop and think….where are my 
priorities? 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

“God knows what He is doing. God does not make mistakes.” This is a statement I heard from the pulpit just 

two weeks ago and since has entered my thoughts at least once a day. As a human, I think I know what I am 

doing and make plenty of mistakes.  Why is that? After almost sixty-eight years, I am beginning to realize that 

often I forget to consult God first or that I ignore His leading because I know what I want and I am going do my 

best to get it. I am also beginning to understand that my timing is not God’s timing and I am not a very patient 

person.  I want it yesterday, not tomorrow or next week or next month and definitely not next year. I want it 

now! So, you might ask, “How’s that working for you?” my answer would have to be, “It isn’t.” 

Sometimes the Body of Christ works on this same premise. We know what we want and how we want it and we 

want it now! So what if God is saying wait or you are not ready or just plain NO! In our impatience we think 

God is not listening, not answering or not moving fast enough. Remember God knows what He is doing and He 

doesn’t make mistakes. So, if is not God, then it has to be our leadership or, are you ready for this, maybe it is 

us. Perhaps we are holding ourselves back, not God, not the Pastor, not the deacons or trustees, but us 

collectively.  Are we allowing God to do His work? Are we doing the work that God wants us to do? We can 

make all the plans we want, set up committees, change positions, work day and night, pray consistently, but if 

God isn’t in it, it isn’t going to happen. We must make sure that our plans are God’s plans and our timing is 

God’s timing. We can’t lag behind nor run ahead of God, we must walk with God. 

If, as the Body of Christ, we want our church to be God’s Lighthouse and we want to see people come to know 

our Lord and Savior, we must pray earnestly for His leading and listen carefully for His voice. When God 

speaks He will not give conflicting messages nor cause confusion. If that is happening then we are listening to 

the wrong voice, we are listening to Satin and nothing makes him happier that to see God’s church confused and 

in conflict. 

We are very quick to form opinions and make judgment calls about what the leaders of the church should and 

should not be doing. That is not our call. God has called these people to lead our flock, that includes the 

deacons, trustees, and others who serve, as well as the Pastor. Remember God knows what He is doing and He 

never makes mistakes.  Are they doing everything they should and doing it right? Probably not, nobody is 

perfect, no matter how close you are to God.  Does there need to be improvements made? Probably, there is 

always room for improvement. We should be praying for these people, asking God to guide and bless them in 

their service, not finding fault and complaining because they aren’t living up to our expectations. 

God does not place expectations on any of us. God knows everything about us and it would be foolish of Him to 

have an expectation other than what He already knows. Since He has no expectations, we can never disappoint 

Him. We place expectations on ourselves and others in order to control behavior. When we place expectations 

on ourselves or others we set ourselves up for disappointment. God doesn’t want us to live with expectations; 

He wants us to live in expectancy. When we do others will not disappoint us and we can look forward to the 

wonderful things God has in store for us as His Body of Believers. Remember: “God knows what He is doing. 

God never makes mistakes.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

1  Edwin P. Fleetwood IV 
  Ryan Olbrich 
  Ed Guth Jr. 
  Karole King 
 
2  Annette Cruzan 
  Terri West 
  Susan Willis 
  Nicole Campagna Bostwick 
 
3  Joan Lentine 
  Cindy Marks 
  Brenda Williams 
  Leon Fithian 
 
4  Danny Dilks 
  Stephanie Jones 
  Nancy Sloan 
   
5  John Marks 
 
6  Dennis Hitchner 
  Marvin Rammel 
   
7  Gloria Levick 
 
11  Margaret Bitters 
  Evelyn Davis 
 
 
15      Lauren Willis 
  Donald Sloan 
 
17                   Anna Bender 
18  Nancy Gregory 

19   
  Lee Shafer 
  George Thomas 
 
20  Marion Clark 
  Mark Sloan 
  Marilyn Tharp 
 
23  Jennifer Gandy 
 
24  Kyle Ayars 
  Martha Gandy 
  Ryan Fithian 
 
 
26  Roy Dunkelberger 
  Jodi Guth 
 
27  Charlene Elbirn 
 
28  April Guy 
  Tim Shafer 
  Cooper Levick 
 
29                    Helen Perry 
 
30                    Alyssa Cruzan 
                        Dale Cruzan 
              June Marks 
             Doug VanMeter 
             Charley Levick 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pray for Herb Hitchner who is at home and recuperating 
After having six bypass heart surgery. 
 
Prayers of sympathy for The Family of little Jacob 
DeVol who passed away on May 14th. He was Helen 
Perry’s great grandson. 
 
Prayers for Barry Crispin as he gains strength to come 
home after bone marrow transplant.  
 
Pray for Frances Newkirk as she has developed a 
pseudo-aneurysm near her heart and is being treated 
with medication. 
 
Prayers of praise that Lindsey Fithian had a good 
report at her last check-up and does not need to go back 
for six months. 
 
Pray for healing for Cindy Fithian who had some minor 
surgery done. 
 
Pray for The Family of Ryan Meyers who passed away 
Memorial Day morning. 
 
Prayers of sympathy for the Family of Isabel Brown. 
 
Praise God for the birth of a son to Erin and David Seay, 
his name is Mason. 
 
Pray for Leon Fithianôs brother-in-law as he continues 
to recover from surgery on his hand. 
 
Pray for Donald Brammer who had a mini-stroke. He is 
now back at the Maurice House. 
 
Prayers for Ruth Levick as she recovers from an 
infection that had her hospitalized for several days. 
 
Pray for Paul, Joe Wagner’s brother, he has melanoma 
skin cancer. 
 
 
 
Serious Condition:  
Pastor Jim Berger          Jean Sheldon 
Shut Ins:  
Janet Bonaldo    Ashley Guntow 
Jeanne Gressman 

   
Nursing Homes: 
Evelyn Davis  Alice Moore   
Jeanette Merritt         Anna Dickerson 
Lura Elwell      
 
Retirement Communities: 
Dorothy Elwell      
Don Brammer   
     
Those Battling Cancer: 
Ed Peterson Nancy Ayars  
Jerry Oswald Mike Stanfa        
Louise Orsini     Emily Horton       
Jeff Mortimer     Ryan Myers 
Barry Crispin Bob Etherton  
Marcie Newkirk Ryan Meyers 
Albert Johnson 
 
In the Service: 
Russell Shinn      Shauna Sloan 
Doug Shimp      Nathan Long  
Jeffrey Shimp      Christopher Bostwick 
Ryan Fithian      Michael Dunkelberger 
Nathaniel Schrier     Andy Guth          
Orrin Williams          Andrew Tobin 
Nathaniel Schrier     Brian Schrier  
Jacob Schrier        Kyle Mihalecz 
Nicky Mihalecz 
 
College Students:     
Sarah Baker           Kyle Bayzick   
Brian Crispin       Alyssa Cruzan  
Dale Cruzan, III       Kristen Eisenhardt 
Lindsay Fithian       Gina Kalfut 
Ric Maltese       Susan Perry 
Ashley Shafer       David Johnson 
Jeremy Shafer       Jessica Shimp 
Samantha Tobin      Travis Turner 
Zach Tuthill       Josh Weber 
 
 



 

June 2009            Church Meetings, Activities  & Events  
Sunday Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday  Saturday 
 1. 2. 

 
 7 p.m. –  
    Music Com. 

3. 
 
 6 p.m. –  
    His Proof reh. 
 7 p.m. –  
    Bible Study 
 7 p.m. –  
 ñFireproofò Group 
      @ Timberman’s 

4. 
 
 7 p.m. – Prayer 
    Warriors 
 7:30 p.m. – Praise  
         Team reh. 

5. 
 
 7 p.m. –  
 Congregational 
 Meeting 
 

6. 
 
 7 p.m. –  
 ñFireproofò Group 
      @ Dickinson’s 

7.      Communion Sunday 
 
 10 a.m. – Morning Worship 
 11 a.m. – Sunday School 
 

8. 
 

9. 
 
 6:30 p.m. –  
    Trustees Bd. 
 7 p.m. –  
    Deacon Bd 
 7 p.m. –  
    W.O.W. 

10. 
 
 6 p.m. –  
    His Proof reh. 
 7 p.m. –  
    Bible Study 
 7 p.m. –  
 ñFireproofò Group 
      @ Timberman’s 

11. 
 
 7:30 p.m. – Praise 
         Team reh. 

12. 13. 
 
 7 p.m. –  
 ñFireproofò Group 
     @ Dickinson’s 

14.      Youth Sunday 
 
 10 a.m. – Morning Worship 
 11 a.m. – Sunday School 
 

15. 
 

Lamplighter 
Articles Due For 
July & August 

 

16. 
 
 7 p.m. –  
   Restructuring 
   Discussion 
 

17. 
 
 6 p.m. –  
    His Proof reh. 
 7 p.m. –  
    Bible Study 
 

18. 
 
 7:30 p.m. – Praise 
         Team reh. 

19. 
 

20. 
 
 7 p.m. –  
 ñFireproofò Group 
     @ Dickinson’s 

21.      Fatherôs Day 
         Summer Begins 
 10 a.m. – Morning Worship 
 11 a.m. – Sunday School 
  

22. 
 

23. 
 

24. 
 
 6 p.m. –  
    His Proof reh. 
 7 p.m. –  
    Bible Study 
 

25. 
 
 7:30 p.m. – Praise 
         Team reh. 

26. 
 
 Pastor Ely leaves  
 Green Lake, WS  
 ―Holy Spirit  
 Conferenceò  
 

27. 
 
Pastor @ Green Lake 
 7 p.m. –  
 ñFireproofò Group 
     @ Dickinson’s 

28. 
 
Pastor @ Green Lake 
 10 a.m. – Morning Worship 
      Guest Pastor 
 11 a.m. – Sunday School 

29. 
 
Pastor @ Green 
Lake 

30. 
 
Pastor @ Green 
Lake 
 9 a.m. –  
    Lamplighter 
    Assembly  

    

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Memory Verse: 
 

Hear ye children, the instruction of a 

father,  

 

and attend to know understanding.  

~Proverbs 4:1  

 

 

Jokes: 

What is yours but others use it more than you?  

Your name. 

Which baseball player makes the best pancakes?  

The batter.  

What is a frog's favo rite music?  

Hip Hop! 

 
 

 
Puzzle: 

 
 

Bible Quiz:  

One of Jesusõ miracles was prompted by a synagogue 
ruler who approached Jesus as a concerned father. 
This manõs 12-year-old daughter had just died. He 
pleaded with Jesus to come touch her so she would 
live. When Jesus arrived at the manõs house, he took 
the girl by the hand, and she got up. What is the 
name of this father who had reason to rejoice?  
 
A. Cornelius  
B. Zacchaeus  
C. Crispus  
D. Jairus  
 
Answer: (See Luke 8:40-56.) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission News 
 
Prison Fellowship does a great outreach work 

to the men and women incarcerated in our 
prisons across the country.  The staff and 
volunteers of this organization have introduced 
thousands of prisoners to Jesus.  These 
prisoners lives are transformed by the Lord and 
70% return to their communities with changed 
lives that keep them from ever returning to 
prison as criminals. 
 
Last Easter, Chuck Colson, the director of 
Prison Fellowship was speaking at a prison 
worship service in Darrington Correctional 
Institute in Texas.  Before the service he was 
visiting the men in solitary confinement where 
every one of them responded warmly to their 
message of forgiveness in Christ.  One of the 
men, an especially formidable one named 
Salvador, did a double take and asked if he 
was truly Chuck Colson.  He came right up to 
the door of his cell and with passion and 
intensity told Chuck about his commitment to 
Christ and how much Prison Fellowship had 
helped him in his walk.. 
 
Chuck asked if he could pray with him and 
Salvador welcomed that.  He put his hand up 
to the mesh and Chuck did likewise.  After 
Chuck prayed and before he could remove his 
hand, Salvador started to pray a most beautiful 
prayer as he prayed for Chuck and the 
ministry.  Half way through he had to stop 
praying because he was crying so hard.  The 

Resurrection power was in that place in such a 
strong way! 
 
Chuck spoke of Salvador and his experience 
with him in prayer during the worship service 
and the prisoners nodded.  Salvador was an 
obvious leader in that prison and many knew of 
the huge transformation in his life.  When the 
chaplain gave an altar call an astonishing 
number of inmates came forward to give their 
lives to the Lord.  It’s amazing what God can 
do with an available life, even one confined in 
prison solitary! 
 
Helimission is a mission agency that serves 
remote areas in Madagascar, Indonesia and 
Ethiopia that planes can’t reach.  Twelve years 
ago they brought a pioneer missionary, Bill 
Harding, to visit the Tarra people for the first 
time.  The Tarra people live in remote 
mountains a four-day walk to the nearest road 
subsisting on honey and berries.  Bill was able 
to lead one of the men of the village to the Lord 
during the time he stayed with the Tarra 
people.  Shortly after this visit the government 
shut down the ability of the mission to serve in 
Ethiopia. 
 
This past year a new government in Ethiopia 
has invited the mission back to the country.  
Bill was anxious to return to the Tarra people to 
see his brother in Christ.  The mission took Bill 
to the village by helicopter.  When the villagers 
heard the sound of the helicopter, they said to 
each other ―Now God’s ambassadors are 
coming again!‖  Not only had the convert held 
on to his faith but he had shared and lived it in 
his village bringing many others to the Lord 
with what he remembered about Jesus from 
Bill’s visit. 
Now the Tarra people want someone to live 
with them and teach them to read and write so 
they can have more of God’s word.  Then also 
want to take the message of Jesus to another 
part of their tribe that is more isolated than they 
are.  A leader of the local Christian church in 
the district is working on the possibility of 
fulfilling this request!  God’s word is so 
powerful if we just let it loose! 
 
 
 


