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America is a generous nation for those in need. This statement is taken for
granted as true. We hear the news media talk about all the funds raised for the

Note;;ef;rom people of Haiti and it seems the statement is true. However, at this point the amount
PastOr's pledged divided by the population of the US means that everybody has given the

average of a McDonald’s Big Mac and fries. That certainly doesn’t sound so
Heart generous. What’s more if you took out all the money donated by Christians through
their churches and mission organizations, then divided that amount by the population
that is left, it might equal the cost of soda per person.
Unfortunately this is the pattern that holds up for our nation. Americans

outside the church tend to give out of their leftovers if their hearts are tugged enough
by an emotional appeal or desperate enough pictures and news. | would call this the struggle of calling forth
sacrificial love from self-absorbed hearts. If a heart hasn’t been transformed by the love of our Savior Jesus, it
has very little reason to give away blessings. Our culture promotes the love and indulgence of self all too
strongly. We are trained to give out of self-interest. Such questions as “How would you feel if you lost
everything?”are posed as a motivator to get people to give.

The culture of the Kingdom of God is quite different. Giving in the Kingdom comes from cheerful
hearts not guilty ones. Giving comes out of sacrifice not out of leftovers. Jesus willingly left all his riches
behind and was born in a manger in Bethlehem. And when His life ended, He had nothing left to pass on to
those He loved besides the care of His widowed mother. Yet, Jesus freely gave of Himself and did it out of
love. As followers of Jesus, the Holy Spirit is at work trying to transform our hearts and minds to no longer
reflect American culture but to reflect Jesus’ attitude.

As we enter the Lenten season (the forty days before Easter), it is a good time to check our attitudes and
see how much they have been transformed from the American culture to the Kingdom culture. One easy place
to start is with our spending and giving. As born again Christians, we need to realize that we are no longer
Americans who serve Christ but Christians who serve America. How much of our lives are still spent on
ourselves or our own self-interest and how much is spent on making America and the rest of the nations the best
they can be.

It’s not always easy to let the Holy Spirit change us. American non-Christians want us to live just like
them with their values so they don’t feel any guilt or need to change. When we don’t, they can give us trouble,
suffering, ridicule and scorn. This should come as no surprise for Jesus promised that when we became His
followers we would receive forgiveness, mercy, peace and love and also receive trouble, suffering, ridicule and
scorn.

America can live up to its reputation as a generous nation but not without a transformation of its heart.
Its citizens need to give up their self-interest and learn how to give freely. As Christians we have begun that
process. Let us work and pray to help others join us in living the Kingdom culture by becoming followers of
Jesus. Then maybe we’ll all make a greater impact on the lives of the desperate and poor around the world.

Pastor Pete



FROM THE

All Lamplighter items are due no later than February, 15th

If you have any articles, poems, stories, photos, ads or articles for the Lamplighter issue please
put them in my mailbox in the little room off the choir loft, call me @ 455-2574, email me @
nohowmom@comcast.net , send them to me @ 77 Barretts Run Rd., Bridgeton, 08302 or hand
them to me before or after morning worship. Thank you!

To all of those dedicated people who faithfully assemble our newsletter every month. We really
appreciate you and the time you give in service to the Lord.

Thaﬂ“few

for the

Question: If the father in Jesus’ parable “The Prodigal Son” is representing our Heavenly Father, why
would he give his younger son knowing he would waste it all?

Answer: The father (our God) knew his son’s heart and knew the only way that he could return the
father’s love was by letting him go and suffer the waste and its consequences. Only then could he be
happy in relationship with his father. Our Heavenly Father knows our hearts as well. He knows when
we need to head out on our own even to waste all the gifts He has given us so that someday we will
return to love Him. Of course there is risk. The prodigal son and some of us could choose to never return. We see both
choices happen with children who grow up in the church having learned about God. Some return and some remain
separated. Itis worth it to God to have us love Him because we want to rather than because we are stuck with Him.

\ S l‘ll

ABOUTFACE 2010 News: This year’s evangelism and music weekend (Sept. 17-19) already

Outreach Mlnlstry has a Facebook page. It will get a website soon. Special speakers and music groups are being

DN - ¢ == contacted to see if they are willing and able to be part of the event. Once these are in place we
A will be adding local individuals and groups to the program line-up. Come on out to the 4"
Tuesday night taskforce meetings or Watch here for more updates.
There will be a spaghetti take-out dinner on Saturday February 20™. This is the first fund-raiser for ABOUTFACE 2010.
Anyone interested in helping out should contact Sharon Guth. Tickets are available at $8 each from those on the
taskforce selling them or you can call the church office. The meals will be available for pick-up between 11 am and 1 pm.

BYF News: The Sr. BYF is planning a retreat for kids in 7-12" grades for February 19 & 20. The kids and
leaders will be heading to the High Point Conference center outside Reading, PA. There they will join with
other kids in the tri-state area for a program and fun geared for them. The cost for the retreat is $55 per
person. See Julie Fleetwood for more info and registration forms.

The Jr. BYF will be having their retreat at Jersey Oaks the weekend of April 9. Watch for more details.

Red Cross Blood Drive: Brenda Williams is working on coordinating another blood drive at our

church. We will let you know the day and time as soon as we get it. So get ready to roll up your
L RIVE  gleeves and joinin.
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Continued

Music Committee News: Get ready for a wonderful program of music, drama and testimony brought to us by a group of students from
Grove City College. They will be ministering to us on Friday February 26" at 7:00 pm in the sanctuary. There will be about 20 college
kids in the group and we will need to provide housing Friday night for them after the program. If you are interested and able to house a
pair of the kids, please let a member of the Music Committee know.

Mark your calendars for this year’s Easter cantata, “| Will Rise”. It will be performed on April 3" and 4" (Easter Sunday). If you would
like to sing in the cantata come out to practices on Monday nights in February at 8:00 pm. (Of course you can always come at 7:00 pm
and practice the songs for Sunday mornings as well!) We will be taking this cantata to the Federal Corrections Institution in Fairfield
also but we do not know which Tuesday night it will be.

The Women of Works group at Cohansey Baptist Church was organized in the fall of 2007. We have been feeling
our way toward what God is calling us to do. Our main focuses at this time are helping the trustees care for our
building and maintaining a food pantry for ECF. We, as individuals, continue to attend prayer group, Bible study,
choir, Sunday Classes, and serve on boards and committees.

Some of the projects we will work together on are the cleaning of the kitchens (including refinishing cupboards),
removing wallpaper and painting in the education building, and maintaining neat, organized storage of seasonal decorations.

The Emmanuel Cancer Foundation Food Pantry is still operational. We are in need of donations of rice, tomato sauces, canned or
dried beans, canned meats, tuna, canned milk, soups, pasta, and ready to eat meals such as canned stew. Cash donations buy fresh
fruit, vegetables, and eggs. These goods can be carried to the front of the church each week by the children as they come up for
children’s sermon or placed (carefully) into the box by the organ. On the third Thursday of each month, food items are sorted and
delivered to our recipient families.

All women are welcome to participate even though they may not make every meeting or do every project. For the present, we will meet
Tuesday mornings at 9AM until noon in the Fellowship Hall kitchen starting January 26. Other times are flexible and agreed upon by
members working on a project. We encourage you to do as much as you can. Pray for us, if you will. Come with someone if you can.
For more information contact Dee Johnson at 455-6462 or Sharon Guth at 455-6705.

There is a way for you to be of service.

COMMUNITY Lenten Services: Our combined Lenten services with Pearl St., Berean, First Bridgeton, First Vineland,
Central Millville and Union Baptist Temple will start on Wednesday February 17" and continue through the
Wednesdays of Lent. These services will start at 7:00 pm. Check the bulletins for places and speakers.
LENTEN SERVICES

ABCNJ Restructuring informational meeting: The West Association of ABC churches will be hosting two

information-question & answer meetings for the people of our churches concerning the proposed regional council

restructuring. One will be at Berean Baptist Temple and the other at First Baptist Wildwood. Both will begin with a

potluck lunch at 12:00 pm followed by a sharing time. The closest one for us is at Berean. This meeting will take

place on Saturday February 6. This is an opportunity to ask questions and give feedback to the region on the

proposal so that it can be finalized this Spring and presented for adoption at the ABCNJ annual meeting in
September. Come on out for some fellowship and a chance to see what the region structure will look like for the future of ABC ministry
in New Jersey.

White Cross workday: Would you like an opportunity to personally help the poor people of our world with a
hands-on activity? Then come on out to the White Cross workday luncheon after Sunday School on February 14"
and send a love item to our mission hospital in Vanga, Congo. We will be having a rip-roaring time as we tear up
old sheets and sew them together into rolled bandages 15 feet long. We are looking for people of all ages to help
fill and exceed our quota of 40 bandages. (Last year we were able to make 72 in one hour.) We'll start with soup
and sandwiches and then spend the next hour on the White Cross work finishing by 2:00 pm.




Forgive Me When | Whine

Today upon a bus | saw
A lovely maid with golden hair;
| envied her — she seemed so gay —
And oh, | wished | were so fair.
And suddenly she rose to leave
| saw her hobble down the aisle;
She had one foot and wore a crutch,
But as she passed, a smile.
Oh God forgive me when | whine;
| have two feet — the world is mine.

And when | stopped to buy some sweets,
The lad who served me had such charm.
He seemed to radiate good cheer
His manner was so kind and warm.
| said, “It's nice to deal with you,
Such courtesy | seldom find.”

He turned and said, “Oh, thank you, sir.”
And then | saw that he was blind.

Oh God, forgive me when | whine
| have two eyes — the world is mine.

Then when walking down the street,
| saw a child with eyes of blue.
He stood and watched the others play;
It seemed he knew not what to do.
| stopped a moment, then | said;
“Why don’t you join the others, dear?”
He looked ahead without a word,
And then | knew he could not hear.
Oh God, forgive me when | whine;
| have two ears — the world is mine.

With feet to take me where I'd go,
With eyes to see the sunsets glow.
With ears to hear what | would know;
I’'m blessed indeed, the world is mine.
Oh God, forgive me when | whine.
(Author unknown)

A Good Mule is Hard to Find

Pappy used to tell the story about a farmer who was left in
dire straits after his mule died. He was having trouble making
ends meet. He tried to cut corners every way that he could. He
owned no farm equipment other than a mule and a plow. The
mule, Humphrey, was a fine, strong animal, essential to the
making and harvesting of crops.

One of the farmer’s cost-saving measures was to mix a little
sawdust into the oats that he fed Humphrey. At first it seemed
to be a workable plan. When he told his neighbors about it,
they thought it an odd way to take care of a good mule, but
Humphrey seemed to hold up.

The months passed and times got worse. The farmer mixed
more sawdust with the oats he fed Humphrey. The mule grew
weaker but still worked as hard as he could.

One day a neighbor asked, “How are things going?”

“Not good. Not good at all. Just about the time | got
Humphrey on all sawdust and no oats, that mule up and died.”

Humphrey died just before spring planting. The farmer had to
buy another mule. He scraped together thirty dollars. He
couldn’t buy a mule as good as Humphrey, but he was
satisfied with the animal. At Cudd’s Mule Barn he made
arrangements to return the next day with a borrowed truck to
pick up the mule. The dealer agreed to keep the mule
overnight.

When the farmer returned, he was greeted with more bad
news.

The mule dealer said, “I'm real sorry to have to tell you this, |
know you were countin’ on that mule for your spring planting,
but he died last night.”

The dealer didn’t offer to refund his money because a deal
was a deal. The farmer loaded the dead mule on the truck and
left.

A couple of months later, the dealer happened to drive by the
farmer’s place. He was astonished to see him working his
garden on a Ford tractor. He called the farmer over to ask how
in the world he had managed to buy a tractor when, not too
long ago, all he had was thirty dollars to spend on a dead
mule.

“Well,” the farmer explained, “after leaving with the dead
mule, | stopped off at a local print shop. | had some two-dollar
raffle tickets printed to say, ’Grand prize: Used Gardening
Equipment.’ | sold the raffle tickets to people around town.

“Okay, but where did you get the gardening equipment?”

“From you.”

“But all you got from me was a dead mule.”

“I know. That’s what | raffled off.”

“You raffled off a dead mule? I'll bet it really ticked ‘em off
when they realized the mule was dead.”

Not really. The only one that got mad was the winner, and |
gave him his two dollars back.”

(from “A Good Mule Is Hard To Find” by Dr. Kirk H. Neely)



24 Nicole Gandy

26 Jeremy Dickinson

DO WE HAVE YOUR BIRTHDAY?
DO WE HAVE YOUR CORREST NAME?

If not please call the church office or email Nola Willis
at nohowmom@ comcast.net

BIRTHDAYS

1 Billy Williams, 111

4 Ashleigh Elwell

5 David Ely

9 Kevin M. Stanfa, Sr.
10 Kim Mayhew

11 Joshua Bonham

12 Jeanette Bokma
Ida Smith

13 Jim Johnson
Kim Johnson
Cindy Fithian

14 Kristine Halter
Frances Newkirk

15 Danny VanMeter
16 Ryan Hitchner

18 Bobbi Jo Hitchner
Megan Davis

23 Kelly VanMeter

Looking Back

If ever we look back in time,
See bad things turned to good,
We have glimpsed our Father's mercy,
As promised that we would.

We can trace God's hand in our life,
And have the assurance,
That He transformed wrong things to right.
He gave us endurance.

As we face the uncertainties,
That each new day may bring,
God knows what we are facing and,
To His promise we can cling.

Our God gives us hope and mercy,
For us He is concerned.
These are the things He promised us,
For these we all do yearn.

We can choose to live above regrets.
Accept His joy and peace.
Know that He's watching over us,
His love will never cease.

© ~southbreeze~
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God Hears and Answers Prayers

Keep these people in your prayers as they deal with
various health problems or have had loved ones go
home to be with the Lord. Pray for wisdom for the
doctors and that God’s mercy will cover them and His
peace will bring comfort.

John Carman
That the prednisone continues to work
Karl Renne
Lenore Renne
For Karl 6s
Amy Silver
Relief from kidney stones
Dave Borelli
Relief from back pain, headaches & possible infection
Linda Trembly
Recovery from heart surgery
Ellen Davis
For comfort in her time of loss
Harry Lodge
That he continues to do well
Cliff Jones, Sr.
Praises that he was able to be in church Sunday after
having a stroke
Debbie Bostwickodés Fan
On the loss of her Father-in-law
Charlene Etherton and her Mother and her son
Robert
That God will heal and bring relief from pain
Walter Williams
He has a staph infection and fluid on his new knee
Lester and Darla Shimp and Family
As she recovers from surgery
Valerie Perry
Healing of a broken arm
Marvin Rammel
As he goes through test for inflammation in the liver area
Elsie Long
Congestive heart failure

good reco

We all need to prayerfully consider ways in which we
can follow Godés | eading i
our Church. Also continue to be in prayer for our
Pastor and one another as we plan for ABOUT FACE
2010.

Shut Ins
Janet Bonaldo

Retirement Homes

Don Brammer

Service

Mike Dunkelberger
Ryan Fithian

Andy Guth

Nathan Long

Kyle Mihalecz
Nicky Mihalecz
Brian Schrier

Nursing Homes
Evelyn Davis

na Dickerson
v eéngthy Elwell

Battling Cancer
Martha Gandy

Emily Horton
Giavana Krumaker
Jonathan Lopez
Jeff Mortimer
Marion Nickpolous
Jose™ Nieto

Serious Condition
Pastor Jim Berger

IC?élleqe Students

Jennifer Basa
Kyle Bayzick
Brian Crispin
Alyssa Cruzan
Dale Cruzan
Kristin Eisenhardt
Ashleigh Elwell

Dave Harris
Gina Kalfut

Jeanne Gressman
Ashley Guntow

Jacob Schrier
Doug Shimp

Jeffrey Shimp
Russell Shinn
Shauna Sloan
Andrew Tobin
Orrin Williams

Lura Elwell
Jeanette Merritt
Alice Moore

Louise Orsini
Jerry Oswald

Ed Peterson
Bruce Platt

Mike Scavelli
Paul Wagner
Robert Marks, Jr

Barry Crispin

David Johnson
Ric Maltese
Sean Pedrick
Susan Perry
Ashley Shafer
Jeremy Shafer
Samantha Tobin
Travis Turner
Zack Tuthill
Josh Weber
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Mission News

Mission News

Eastern University is one of the colleges related to the
American Baptist Churches. Itis located just west of
Philadelphia and we support it with our mission budget.
One of the programs at Eastern is a Masters of Business
Administration with a focus on Christian and secular
development work in third world countries. This program
combines evangelism with creating jobs around the
world while improving conditions that lift people out of
poverty.

This program has been going on for 25 years and now
has over 1000 graduates. During this time the Church
around the world has made some major strides in not
only reaching people for the Lord but also in reducing
suffering and poverty. 25 years ago more than half the
world’s population could not read. That number has
been reduced to 20%. Likewise, at that time only one in
six people did not have access to safe clean drinking
water. Today that number is one in twelve. Also the
rate of children dying of starvation has dropped from
45,000 per day to 30,000 per day. Obviously there is
still a need for more Christians to serve in helping the
poor of the world most of whom have not ever heard of a
savior named Jesus.

Samar i t an bas beénwactigeén Christian
development as well as disaster relief. Last year they
responded to the typhoons in the Philippines and India,
earthquakes in Indonesia, Italy and Costa Rica and a
tsunami in the Samoan Islands. Dozens of wells were
built in drought stricken East Africa alongside of
emergency food relief in seven countries in the midst of
fighting. Here in the USA 1,485 houses were cleaned
up, repaired or rebuilt in nine states. In Sudan 130
churches were rebuilt after being destroyed by radical
Islam. Dozens of churches and a Bible college in
Liberia were repaired now that there is peace in that
country. Medical ministry continues to be an effective
tool for evangelism and helping others in need and was
practiced in 27 nations. And then there was the
distribution of shoeboxes to poor children in over 100
countries. As well, the ministry conducted major
evangelism crusades in Mongolia, Honduras,
Mozambique and Liberia. Now Samaritan’s Purse is
starting the year by responding to the earthquake in
Haiti.

American Baptist International Ministries (IM) is responding
quickly to the devastation resulting from the 7.0 earthquake
that struck Haiti. This was its worst in two centuries. IM
missionaries serving in Haiti, Dr. Stephen and Nancy James
and Nzunga Mabudiga and Kihomi Ngwemi, were on
assignment in the U.S. when the quake hit at 4:53 p.m. on
January 12, just ten miles west of the capital, Port-au-Prince.
As medical missionaries, the James are returning to Haiti
immediately to assess the situation.

Jose Norat-Rodriguez, IM’s area director of
Iberoamerica and the Caribbean in a statement to
Emmanuel Pierre, General Secretary of the Baptist
Convention of Haiti, said: “We are praying for you, the
leaders of the Haitian Baptist Convention and your
pastors so that you will be able to carry out effective and
spiritual leadership at this moment of national crisis. We
pray that the Word of Life given through Jesus Christ will
be a consolation to those who are suffering, strength to
those afflicted and hope to those who are devastated by
so many lives lost.”

The International Red Cross estimates that as many as
three million individuals have been affected by the
earthquake and that it will require a few days to measure
the scale of the disaster. The Vice President of the
Haitian Baptist Convention (HBC), Pastor Gedeon,
reports that there is yet no word about the 15,000
members of the six HBC congregations located in Port-
au-Prince. International Ministries has allocated $25,000
from One Great Hour of Sharing funds to assist HBC
and other Haitian ministry partners as an initial response
to the disaster. Immediate relief funds received will be
used to save lives, including providing food, shelter,
water, clothing and medical supplies. After the initial
relief effort, additional funds will be required for recovery
and re-building efforts. Funds contributed through this
effort will be administered by IM missionaries, Dr. Steve
and Nancy James and our partners in the Haitian Baptist
Convention.

Haiti, the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere,
with eight out of ten people living in extreme poverty, is
about the size of Maryland, and is located on the
western half of the Caribbean island of Hispaniola. The
Dominican Republic is on the eastern half. The northern
portion of Haiti, where most of IM’s mission work is
located, is approximately 100 miles from the
earthquake’s epicenter. The quake was felt there as
well as in parts of the Dominican Republic (DR).

Madeline Flores-Lopez, an IM missionary ministering in
Santo Domingo (DR), reported that some Dominicans
“moved into the streets from their homes as the earth
shook.” Kristy Engel, a pediatric nurse practitioner with
IM who serves in La Romana, is preparing a team that
will travel to Haiti to help in the recovery.
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BIBLE QUIZ
JOKES
PUZZLE F U N

Memory \erse:

Wherefore, comfort yourselves
together,

: ]
AY I

akidsheartcom
and edify one another, even as also

ye do.

--
A0 7

~| Thessalonians 5:11

J okes:

What do you call a ship that shakes on the bottom of the
ocean?
A nervous wreck.

What did the banana do when it saw the coconut?
The banana split!

Why did the boy bring a high chair to school?
Because he thought it was high school.

Why did the cookie go to the doctor?
Because he felt crumby.

Puzzle:

In Deuteronomy 10:12 (NIV), lsrael is azsked a question that’s also
for us to answer: “What does the LORD your God ask of you?”

To find the answer, write the words from the puzzie pleces
on the matching shapes in the completed heart,

... your beart and with all your soul ...”

o T I oy anod
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Quiz:

What did Jesus say his earthly mission was all about?
Choose the correct answer from the list below:

A. Doing his own will

B. Doing God’s will

C. Doing the will of the people
D. All of the above

(See John 5:30.)



February 2010 Church Meetings, Activities & Events
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6.
7 p.m. & Choir 9am. & 7pm. o 7:30 p.m. &Praise 6 p.m. & West
Prayer Group Bible Study Team reh. District Basketball
7p.m. 0
Music Com.
7. Communion Sunday 8. 9. 10. 11. 12. 13.
10 a.m. & Morning Worship 7 p.m. & Choir 9am. & 7pm. & 7:30 p.m. &Praise 6 p.m. & West
11 a.m. & Sunday School Prayer Group Bible Study Team reh. District Basketball
6 p.m. dJr./Sr. BYF @ Berean 6:30 p.m. o
Trustees Bd.
7pm. o
Deacon Bd
7pm. &
W.O.W.
14. Val ent i nf 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20.
10 a.m. & Morning Worship Lamplighter 9am. & Ash Wednesday 7:30 p.m. & Praise Sr. BYF Retreat Sr. BYF Retreat
11 a.m. & Sunday School Articles Due Prayer Group Team reh. @ High Point @ High Point
12:30 p.m. 0 VBS Mtg. 7p.m. 0 7 p.m. OLenten 1llam. &
6 p.m. 8Jr./Sr. BYF @ Berean 7 p.m. 0 Choir Christian Ed. Service @ First Spaghetti Dinner
Baptist Church Fundraiser Pick -Up
6 p.m. 0 West
District Basketball
21. 22. 23. 24, 25. 26. 27.
10 a.m. & Morning Worship 7 p.m. & Choir 9am. & 7 p.m. & Lenten 7:30 p.m. & Praise Sr. BYF 30 Hour
11 a.m. & Sunday School Prayer Group Service @ Team reh. Famine
12:30 p.m. & White Cross Lunch 9am. & Cohansey Baptist Weekend
& Work Day Lamplighter 6 p.m. 0 West
6:15 p.m. & Praise & Worship @ Assembly 7 p.m. 8 Grove District Basketball
Berean Baptist 7pm. & City College
ABOUTFACE Program
Mtg.

28.

10 a.m. & Morning Worship
11 a.m. & Sunday School




