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Mary Magdalene and the other women came to the tomb where
Notetdrom Jesus’ body lay to perform the traditional religious service. When they
fhe arrived they were surprised by Jesus’ unwillingness to go along with tradition

Pastor's by not being there any longer. They didn’t know what to do or what to think
and gave way to despair. Then they were surprised by two angels showing
Heart up who transformed their thinking by telling them that Jesus was alive. At
this point they began to celebrate and truly worship God for the work He had
done!

All too often we are like the women coming to the tomb when we
come to celebrate Easter. We come to perform the traditional religious
service. | wonder what would happen at our church if Jesus refused to go along with the tradition and
instead showed up in physical form to transform our thinking and show us what His resurrection is all
about. Would we try to go on with our religious service? | doubtit. Would we leave wondering what
was going on disbelieving our own eyes? | hope not. Would we allow Jesus to transform our thinking
and move us into celebration? | believe so.

So why doesn’t this happen? Maybe we need to continue in the story of Easter to Jesus’
words when He visited the ten disciples through closed doors that resurrection night. He told them
that they believed the resurrection because they had seen Him but those who believed without seeing
Him received a greater blessing. Jesus is trying to give us a greater blessing by being present in
spirit only at our Easter worship. It is a gift that grows our faith if we allow it to transform our thinking.

So what will you and | be thinking when we come to church for our Easter celebration? Will we
be coming for a traditional religious service or will we be coming to celebrate our risen Lord? | hope
that it's the second. But this can only come about if we receive the gift of the Lord by believing that
Jesus is alive and have let our thinking be transformed. The proof of this comes out of our
relationship with Jesus. Do we approach our time with Him out of duty or religious habit or do we look
forward to spending time with Him as someone we are in love with? If it is the latter our thinking has
been transformed and we’re ready to come celebrate with Him the greatest day in His life on earth!

Pastor Pete




FROM THE

All Lamplighter items are due no later than April, 15™

If you have any articles, poems, stories, photos, ads or articles for the Lamplighter issue please put
them in my mailbox in the little room off the choir loft, call me @ 455-2574, email me @
nohowmom@comcast.net , send them to me @ 77 Barretts Run Rd., Bridgeton, 08302 or hand them
to me after morning worship. Thank you!

@ To all of those dedicated people who faithfully assemble our newsletter every month. We really
appreciate you and the time you give in service to the Lord.
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Help!

Question: Why do we have a Sunrise service and why is at 7:00 am.

Answer: The Easter Sunrise service commemorates the women arriving at Jesus tomb early on
the first Easter morning. The reason for this comes from the fact the angel’s announcement to the
women is the first announcement in our world of Jesus’ resurrection. The resurrection is the center
of the Christian faith. All Christian theology and doctrines are based on the fact of Jesus’
resurrection. All of the Bible focuses on this fact as well.

The time was set many years ago after Daylight Savings Time was created. For many years Easter always fell
before Daylight Savings Time. So it was just getting to full light when Easter was in March. Rather than change the time
each year depending on when Easter fell, a set time was established. Then several years ago the start of Daylight
Savings Time was moved earlier. So up until last year Easter could fall either during Daylight Savings Time or before it
started depending on the year. Now Daylight Savings Time has moved earlier into March so Easter always falls during
Daylight Savings Time. We haven’t chosen to adjust our time to get it closer to dawn. And | for one don’'t mind at all!

The BYF is having a retreat at Jersey Oaks Campground in Lower Alloway Creek Township. We
will be retreating along with the BYF kids and Ieaders from Berean, Pearl St. and Central Millville
Baptist Churches. Our kids from 3" through 12" grades are invited to come along. The retreat
starts Friday night April 17th when we meet at Berean Baptist to ride to camp together. We’'ll be
returning Sunday April 19" after lunch. The cost for each person going is $15. See Julie or Sara
Youth Retreat ¢ more information and permission forms. '

The Pastor’'s Sunday School class topic for April is How God Has Visited People. We will be looking
at various incidents from the Bible and discussing God’s visitation in the fictional bestseller “The
Shack” by William P. Young. Come and join us in this exploration of Divine/Human encounters.

Share God's Word

Mark your calendars for our next Congregational Family Meeting. It will be held
Sunday April 26" starting with a lunch following Sunday School. This meeting will
take the work we’ve done with our church and board vision statements plus the
work we have done on Spiritual Gifts and put them together. We will be working
on creating the next steps for using our gifts in bringing more of our vision to life.
), 7 Part of this will take place by helping each of see how we can use the primary

X Famlly Meetlng gifts that God has placed in us to further the work of the church. If you want to

see our church reach out more in Discipleship and Evangelism, then plan on

joining us.
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'From the Church Mouse
Continued

W The Deacons are starting up small groups to strengthen and work on marriages for people in our

== congregation and in the community in conjunction with our showing of “FireProof”. The small groups

9 will have six sessions. Watch for more details in the bulletins and be in prayer for the marriages
iR e around us.

,v,;"g!?f' The Easter cantata this year is entitled East to West ... from one scarred hand to the other and will be

Ens[v,fULC sung by our choir on Saturday April 4™ at 7 PM and Sunday April 5"at 10 AM. Think about all that

Cantatal was accomplished on the cross, the sacrifice and the incredible love of God has for us, His people.
L=« This is a powerful and inspiring musical work that proclaims “He is coming back!” East to West is a
e worship event that focuses on the crucifixion, resurrection and second coming of our Lord. Come out
and join us and rejoice with us. “Hallelujah, salvation and glory and power belong to our God!”
(Rev.19:1)

Come out and join us for an evening of prayer at Irv and Jennifer Gandy’s on April 2" at 7 PM. Itis an
opportunity to join in corporate prayer and praise. Itis a time to bring your petitions for family and friends
before the throne of grace and to thank God for all He has done for you and others.

LENTEN SERVICE SCHEDULE

April 1, 2009

Place: Cohansey Baptist Church

Speaker: Pastor Don Harrington

Text: Isa. 52:13-53:12 The Suffering Servant
Special Music: Cohansey Baptist, Berean Baptist

April 9, 2009 - Maundy Thursday

Place: Berean Baptist Temple
Speaker: Pastor Peter Ely
Text: Genesis 45:1-11 - Joseph

Communion Service
Special Music: Each Participating Church

ANNOUNCEMENTS
* The offering will go for The Ugandan Task Force
Good Friday Service April 10, 2009 at 12 noon 3 un

Place: Salvation Army
Easter Sunrise Service April 12, 2009 7 a.m. at Sunset Lake Amphitheater



Dear Family and Friends at Cohansey,

Praise God for His blessings, His healing power, His answers to
prayer and the people He sends into our lives. He always knows
what and who to send at just the right time. The day that all the pain
medicine caught up to me and | didn’t care what they did to me, He
sent Pastor Pete. | needed his prayer so much that day. Pastor
Pete’s visits at the hospital and at Genesis were greatly appreciated.
His sense of humor made me laugh and made my day brighter. |
thank God for this spirit filled man.

Knowing that people were praying for me brought much comfort and encouragement. | looked forward to the cards that
Howard would bring each night. The flowers that were sent made my room cheerful and they were not only enjoyed by
me, but by my roommates and the nurses and staff that came into my room. The visits from you made the time pass
quicker, especially when | was on the CPM machine for two hours at a time. Linda, the chicken soup was a God send and
Rhonda, the Frosty really hit the spot. Then there were the phone calls that always helped to lift my spirits and brighten
my day. God is so good.

It was encouraging to have June at Genesis while | was there, even though | know she would have preferred being at
home and going about her usual routine. We would see each other in therapy and she wanted so badly to be the tasting
judge when it came time for me to cook in occupational therapy. She said she would fail my pie, so I'd have to do it again
and again and ....well, you get the picture. She did get a piece of the pie and | only had to bake once.

Your caring and concern did not stop when | got home. | still got cards and calls and visits. Then there were the meals.
They made Howard’s day — he didn’t have to cook! They were all delicious and we enjoyed every morsel. God sure put
some good cooks in our midst!

Sometimes we don’t realize how much a card or a call or a visit means. To someone it may be life changing. Praise God
for all of you and thank you for being a praying and caring people. God bless you.

Love,

Nola and Howard

A Christian
Several years ago, a preacher from out-of-state accepted a call to a church in Houston, Texas. Some weeks after he
arrived, he had an occasion to ride the bus from his home to the downtown area. When he sat down, he discovered that
the driver had accidentally given him a quarter too much change. As he considered what to do, he thought to himself,
'You'd better give the quarter back. It would be wrong to keep it.' Then he thought, 'Oh, forget it, it's only a quarter.
Who would worry about this little amount? Anyway, the bus company gets too much fare; they will never miss it. Accept it
as a 'gift from God' and keep quiet.'

When his stop came, he paused momentarily at the door, and then he handed the quarter to the driver and said, 'Here,
you gave me too much change '

The driver, with a smile, replied, 'Aren't you the new preacher in town?'
'Yes' he replied.

'‘Well, | have been thinking a lot lately about going somewhere to worship. | just wanted to see what you would do if | gave
you too much change.. I'll see you at church on Sunday.'

When the preacher stepped off of the bus, he literally grabbed the nearest light pole, held on, and said, 'Oh God, | almost
sold your Son for a quarter.'

Our lives are the only Bible some people will ever read. This is a really scary example of how much people watch us as
Christians, and will put us to the test! Always be on guard -- and remember -- You carry the name of Christ on your
shoulders when you call yourself 'Christian.’
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1 Evered Levick, Sr

3 David Levick

5 Linda Turner
Barry Crispin
Sheila Dilks

6 Derek Guy
Ben Johnson
Daniel Levick

7 Kathy LaTourette
Jason Hurff

8 John R. Riggins

9 Jeff Shimp
Sean Pedrick

10 Wendy Tharp

12 Bobby Etherton

13 Steve Tobin, Sr.
Karen Elwell

14 Jennifer Rocap

15 Nicole Marks
Ben Turner, Sr.

16 Linda Holt

17 John V. Marks
20 Kim Morgan

21 Kelly Bayzick
Arthur Levick

23 Pauline Holt
Ryan Davis
24 Steve Tobin, Jr
Dotty Hitchner
25 Lester Shimp
Ashley Shafer
26 Ed Fleetwood

27 Jean Pompper

30 Adam Clark

Happy Birthday
From

Your Church Family

I f you notice your bi
birthday is not on the list and it should be or if it
is in error, please contact me. 856-455-2574 or
nohowmom@comcast.net

Thank you!

rt
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Prayers
of praise that June Marks is back home and
recuperating, continue to pray for her complete recovery.

Pray for Sara Levick as she is at Jefferson for
uncontrolled seizures. Sara’s father is going to be having
by-pass surgery soon, keep him in prayer also.

Prayers for Barry Crispin as he is at home waiting for
his bone marrow transplant which is scheduled for April
20th.

Pray for Lil and Dan Evans as their car was totaled in
an accident recently and now need a car.

Pray for Bob Etherton who had another round of strong
chemotherapy to try and keep the cancer in remission.

Pray for strength and comfort for the families of John
Elwell and Linda Rafter, who went home to be with the
Lord.

Pray for Bob Etherton, Jr. who is recovering from oral
surgery and has some other medical issues.

Prayers of praise that Peggy Bitter& sister, Evelyn,
is at Genesis and improving.

Pray for Ryan Myers.

Pray for a good transition for Don Dickerson& mother,
Anna, as she is now at the Manner.

Continue to keep Ryan Fithian is your prayers.

Pray for Charlie Manning, a retired Pastor of Central
Baptist Millville, who has been hospitalized with heart
problems.

Pray for Joe Wagner Sr. who had a stent put in to aid in the
passing of a kidney stone.

Congratulations to Ben and Kim Johnson on the birth of their
daughter Abigail Blythe Johnson, March 15, 2009.

Serious Condition:
Joe Doak

At Home Recovering:

Todd Skompski Josh LaTourette
Corey Morgan Kim Sebastian
Bob Etherton Barry Crispin
Shut Ins:

Janet Bonaldo Ashley Guntow

Nursing Homes:
Evelyn Davis
Jeanette Merritt
Lura Elwell

Retirement Communities:
Dorothy Elwell

Don Brammer

Alice Moore

Those Battling Cancer:

Ed Peterson  Aaron Silver

Jerry Oswald  Mike Stanfa

Louise Orsini  Emily Horton
Jeff Mortimer  Ryan Myers

Barry Crispin  Bob Etherton
Marcie Newkirk

In the Service:

Russell Shinn Shauna Sloan

Doug Shimp Nathan Long
Jeffrey Shimp Christopher Bostwick
Michael Dunkelburger John Sheldon
Nathaniel Schrier  Andy Guth

Orrin Williams Andrew Tobin
Nathaniel Schrier  Brian Schrier
Jacob Schrier Kyle Mihalecz

Nicky Mihalecz

College Students:

Sarah Baker Kyle Bayzick
Brian Crispin Alyssa Cruzan
Dale Cruzan, llI Kristen Eisenhardt
Lindsay Fithian Gina Kalfut

Ric Maltese Susan Perry

Rich Perticari Ashley Shafer
Jeremy Shafer Jessica Shimp

Samantha Tobin Travis Turner
Zach Tuthill Josh Weber



1- Lenten Service @ Cohansey Baptist 7 PM

2- His Proof rehearsal PM
Prayer Warrior 7 PM
Praise & Worship rehearsal 7:30 PM

4- Easter Cantata "East to West" 7 PM

5- Morning Worship Easter Cantata "East to West"
10 AM
Sunday School 11:30 AM
Jr. BYF
Sr. BYF @ Berean

6- Choir rehearsal 7 PM

7- Prayer Group 9 AM
Deacon Board meeting 7 PM
Associate Deacon Board meeting 7 PM

9- Maundy Thursday Service @ Berean 7 PM

10- Good Friday Service @ Salvation Army 12-
3PM

11- "Eggstravaganza" 10 AM
23 His Proof rehearsal 5 PM
Praise & Worship rehearsal 7:30 PM

24- Young Adults meeting 7 PM
26- Morning Worship 10 AM
Sunday School 11:30 AM
Jr. BYF
Sr. BYF @ Berean 6 PM
27- Choir rehearsal 7 PM

28 Prayer Group 9 AM
Evangelism Committee meeting 7 PM

12- Sunrise Service 7 AM
Pancake Breakfast 8 AM
Morning Worship 10 AM
*No Sunday School*
*No BYF*

13- Choir rehearsal 7 PM

14- Prayer Group 9 AM
Choir to Prison to sing Cantata 5:30 PM
Trustee Board meeting 6:30 PM

15- Bible Study 7 PM

16- His Proof rehearsal 5 PM
Praise & Worship rehearsal 7:30 PM

17- Jr./Sr. BYF Spring Retreat Camp Lebanon
Young Adults meeting 7 PM
18- Jr./Sr. BYF Spring Retreat Camp Lebanon

19 Morning Worship 10 AM
Sunday School 11:30 AM
Jr./Sr. BYF RETURN from Retreat
Praise & Worship Service @ Cohansey
6:15 PM

20- Choir Rehearsal 7 PM

21- Prayer Group 9 AM
C.E. Board meeting 7 PM

22- Bible Study 7 PM

29 Bible Study 7 PM

30- His Proof rehearsal 5 PM
Praise & Worship rehearsal 7:30 PM




Memory Verse:

Jesus said unto her, "l am the
resurrection and the life;

He who believes in Me, though he
were dead,
yet shall he live

~John 11:25

Jokes:

Which building has the most stories?
The library!

What do you get when you cross an alligator
and a computer?
A megabyte!

What do you call a rooster that is scared to
crow in public?
A chicken.
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Bible Quiz:
A New Testament book contains the following words
spoken to a crowd: 0This Je
that al/l of us are witnesse
A. Paul
B. Peter
C. John
D. Luke

Answer: (See 3:16 ff, NRSV, of the book with the
prophetds name.)
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e MISSION NEWS

China

Judy Sutterlin, one of our American Baptist
missionaries working in China, just received a
“Friendship Award” on behalf of our churches
work in Ningxia Province. The Provincial
government said thank you for starting a rural
healthcare clinic network including medicines
and medical supplies in 10 villages in 2004 &
2005. These small clinics were built with
$10,000 given to the World Mission Offering that
year while the medical supplies came through
White Cross donations.

The Provincial government was so impressed
with the project and how it changed the
healthcare of these villages that they have
continued to expand the project to many more
villages throughout the province. Because the
government stepped up, we American Baptists
were able to use further dollars raised to start a
similar program in Gansu Province where 15
clinics have now been built in villages there.

All this was done in the name of Jesus showing
His love and care for the Chinese people. A
side effect has been a sharp drop in the amount
of persecution of Christians in Ningxia Province.
Let us pray for a similar effect in Gansu Province
as well.

Thailand

Kim Brown, one of our American Baptist
missionaries working in China that we support
directly in our church mission budget, shares an
update on the “House of Love” project in Chiang
Mai, Thailand. This is an orphanage for minority
tribal children who don’t have families able or
willing to care for them. A number have AIDS or
whose parents died of AIDS. They are all in
school or special learning programs and getting
good grades. Since they are minority children,
they do not have automatic Thai citizenship.
Four more older children did receive their
citizenship this past year and now are eligible to

have jobs. This past two years the mission has
been building a new residence to combine the
three separate locations (homes) they have
been using. They are moving in this month.
Pray for the staff and children as they transition
and learn to live together in the dorms.

The ministry also runs a daycare for minority
children from the slums of the city. They have
35 children enrolled. Currently, 113 of their
graduates have been accepted into the public
school system through gaining citizenship for the
parents. 52 of these children still receive
scholarship help to attend school. As well, the
ministry runs a community development
program for children and adults with disabilities.
116 clients including 92 children were helped
this year including a daycare for 25 children.
The government is now referring people with
disabilities to the program

This mission work shows the love of Christ
through help and Bible training for the children
and families. The work is done in cooperation
with mission agencies from a number of
countries including our own. The Norwegian
Baptists came up with a program this year that
encouraged the poor parents to keep their
children in school instead of working so much
(Child labor is not outlawed in Thailand). They
pay the parents with bags of rice to keep their
children from begging on the street or working in
sweatshops.

Your offerings to the World Mission Offering and
the One Great Hour of Sharing have enabled
this mission to expand its outreach in Chiang
Mai and bring hope, love and the awareness of
whom Jesus is to these minority tribal people
suffering in extreme neglect and poverty. Thank
you!




